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The note of the scientific secretary

Today, the issue of violence against women and the
necessity of expanding and strengthening social peace have
become serious concerns for human society. Throughout
human history, women, along with children, have always
been victims of various forms of violence. The
continuation of these behaviors in public and private
spheres, with diverse forms and contents, has led to a
strong determination in domestic and international political
and non-political institutions. The manifestation of this
determination in the meetings and gatherings of active
institutions both domestically and internationally has
resulted in the creation of a set of regulations and rules in
the current world, increasing hopes for controlling and
managing "power" in various areas.

To the extent that by the end of the last century, a robust
framework of rules emerged in the world, enhancing the
hopes of "idealistic institutions" to control and regulate
"power" in the international system and domestic arenas.
Undoubtedly, "human rights" have been one of the
achievements of this tireless effort to control power-driven
and profit-seeking motives at the expense of human values.
Alongside these achievements, large groups of
intellectuals, policymakers, civil and political activists
have aimed to combat violence and promote social peace in
various fields. The discourse and culture-building in this
area have created a greater focus on the issue of "violence
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prevention" and the strengthening of "social peace" and its
various forms.

An opportunity arose to initiate this scientific endeavor in
the direction of promoting a culture of peace and rejecting
violence with the collaboration of the Scientific Society for
Peace Studies, supported by the University of Tehran and
some other universities and institutions, about two years
ago. Due to the emergence of the woman's movement, life,
freedom, and the political-social crisis in the autumn of
1401, the organization of this conference was delayed for
one year.

In upholding scientific and research standards, the
esteemed members of the scientific committee and
meticulous judges from the University of Tehran, Alameh
Tabatabai, Ferdowsi, the Society for Advocating Women's
Human Rights, Iranian Association of Women's Studies,
and the Iranian Association of West Asian Studies
supported us. The efforts of Dr. Nejadbahram, Dr. Haji
Vosough, Dr. Mesri, and the support and follow-up of Dr.
Tisheyar have made it possible to achieve the intended
goals of organizing this international conference at this
stage. Many other friends and allies have also helped us in
smoothing this path, and I sincerely thank all of them for
their efforts.

Now, in the beginning of November 1402, in the midst of a
bloody and terrifying situation that is a source of shame for
the global community, and with non-combatants in Gaza,
especially women and children, struggling, as stated by a
representative in the British Parliament, "hell raining from
the sky," this conference has found the opportunity to be
held. The organizers of the "International Conference on
Women and Social Peace" hope that this small step in

A
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strengthening the "culture of peace and dialogue," in the
light of "respect for human dignity" and "valuing human
rights," will be effective in the process of promoting
human ideals and promoting internal and international
peace and security. We believe that despite the power
relations and the still unequal distribution of power in
various levels of human society, scientific and practical
efforts towards rectifying the comprehensive injustice of
power relations will be beneficial and effective.

Elaheh Koolaee
Professor at the University of Tehran
Autumn 1402
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The Socio-Structural Origins of Violence
Against Women in Religious Fundamentalist
Societies

Somaye Tavasoli'
Naslishah Bashbo?

In today’s societies, a clear indicator of societal
development lies in the level of rationality and awareness
among their citizens regarding social issues. In other
words, societies with lower levels of rationality tend to
exhibit higher rates of violence against women.
Consequently, religious fundamentalist societies currently
experience the highest levels of violence against women.
Any attempts to challenge this status quo by women or
intellectuals advocating for women's rights often lead to
their suppression, humiliation, and excommunication.
Various factors contribute to violence against women in
these societies, including the belief in the absolute truth
and its exclusive reception, a non-historical interpretation
of the Qur'an and Sunnah, as well as the hidden political
and social violence perpetrated by religious leaders against

T PhD Candidate, Al-Mustafa International University, Iran.
Email: s.tavassoli.95@gmail.com.
2 PhD Candidate, Al-Mustafa International University, Iran.
Email: basbugneslisah@gmail.com.
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individuals. This paper aims to critically and analytically
examine religious sources, uncover the structural and
social origins of violence against women in religious
fundamentalist societies, and propose solutions to address
the issue. To achieve this, we employed a qualitative
analysis approach, utilizing document mining and
inferential analysis alongside complementary methods. It is
essential to note that, in this paper, violence is defined as
any behavior or action contradicting practical freedom and
theoretical rationality. It also encompasses those forms of
social violence directly rooted in religion, specifically
Islamic texts and the prevailing religious attitudes within
religious fundamentalist societies.

Keywords: Woman, Society, Violence, Fundamentalism,
Rationalism.
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The Relationship between Development

and Violence Against Women

Babak Arsia!

Violence against women is a longstanding and relatively
widespread phenomenon in all societies. Iranian society, in
the process of transitioning from tradition to modernity and
from patriarchy to the acceptance of equal rights, is not
exempt from this rule, despite its upward and sinusoidal
movement. The present paper is based on a survey and
qualitative research conducted in the first half of 2022. The
research questions are as follows: (1) Is there a growing
trend in reducing violence against women in contemporary
Iran, given the traces of sustainable development,
especially cultural development, in this country? (2) Is
there a relationship between development and the reduction
of violence against women? The research hypothesis is that
uneven development, like mere economic development,
does not have a large impact on reducing violence. The
theoretical framework applied in this study is a
combination of domestic violence and feminist theories,
especially Giddens’ Ontological Security theory. The

1 PhD in Political Science and Assistant Professor at the Academic
Center for Education, Culture and Research (ACECR).
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research area was Tehran, and the sample consisted in 483
cases, which, according to the population of Tehran, is
larger than the Cochran formula. The research findings
indicate that there is a higher trend of violence against
women in the less economically and culturally privileged
areas of Iran. However, in geographical and climatical
terms, the level of violence did gradually and sometimes
upwardly increase from north to south and from east to
west of Tehran. Cultural issues (such as education and
occupation) have also been considered as influential
variables, but the overall pattern confirms the findings.
Additionally, 63.8% of women with a bachelor’s and
higher degrees believe that violence in Iran has cultural
origins and stems from jurisprudence. This means that
jurisprudence has not been able or persuaded enough to
update itself based on the needs of today’s society. On the
other hand, in 18.4% of cases where women’s economic
status was much higher than that of men, there was a
higher possibility of women's violence against men or
women volunteering for divorce. Another finding of the
research was that economic development can both reduce
violence against women and increase it. However, in the
families where there has been a possibility for cultural
growth alongside their economic growth in the years
between 2012 and 2022, violence has decreased by 78.1%.
Finally, in 46% of cases, increased education has reduced
violence against women.

Keywords: Women, Development, Violence, Education,
Tehran.
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Gender Discrimination or Social Justice: A
Comparative Analysis of Three Approaches
towards Women

Mohammad Mansoornejad!

The central inquiry addressed in this paper is why women’s
role in cultural, social, and managerial domains is
significantly lower than that of men in Iran. To answer the
question, the array of causes and influential factors can be
categorized into two broad levels: (1) the factors stemming
from non-religious cultural aspects; and (2) the factors
originating from religious and Islamic cultural elements.
Despite the emergence of justice-oriented perspectives in
new religious paradigms, the paper primarily focuses on
the aspects rooted in religious and Islamic elements that
contribute to the limited presence of women and perpetuate
gender discrimination. It appears that the prevailing culture
in Iran today, which is predominantly Shiite, can be
encapsulated in three distinct approaches: Firstly, the
approach fostering the marginalization and discrimination
against women at both foundational and structural levels;
secondly, the approach grounded in social justice, yet still
perpetuating discrimination against women; thirdly, the
approach that endeavors to prioritize justice in matters
concerning women both foundationally and structurally.

PhD in Political Science and Board Member at Iranian Peace Studies *
Scientific Association. Email: dr.m@mansoornejad.com.
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The present paper advocates for the third approach and
regards the first two approaches as discriminatory. In
essence, concerning women’s studies within this context,
the crux of the matter is that to rectify the discriminatory
perspectives on legal and political issues pertaining to
women, it is imperative to change the intellectual
foundations and establish an appropriate structure. Through
narrative and reasoning, the researcher has endeavored to
champion gender equality in foundation, structure, and
across all spheres and reject all discriminatory approaches
towards women.

Keywords: Gender justice, Gender Discrimination,
Religious Culture, Justice, Women.
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Iranian Women’s Share of Political Power
Ibrahim Ekhlasi’

The realization of Iranian women’s political empowerment
requires strengthening and expanding the social and
political development in the country, ensuring equality and
political participation within a good governance
framework. Historically and before the occurrence of the
constitutional movement, the dominance of hereditary and
oligarchy rulers and governments had constrained Iranian
women to such traditional roles as housekeeping,
agriculture, animal husbandry, and gleaning. Despite the
occurrence of the constitutional revolution, the
establishment of the parliament, the writing of the
constitution, and the formalization of political participation
of people, especially Iranian women, the demand for
women’s basic rights was not realized, and the Iranian
women continued to be excluded from political power. The
main reasons for the failure might be sought in factors like
the illiteracy of the majority of Iranian women, lack of
compulsory public education, and the anti-feminist societal
norms. However, the White Revolution in the second
Pahlavi period brought significant changes, in a way by
1975, eight women entered the parliament, three entered
the government, and one became a minister. Following the

L University lecturer and researcher. Email:
ekhlasiebrahim@gmail.com.
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1979 Revolution, there was a drastic change in women's
status, their political participation increased, and seven
parties and political and social currents were assigned to
women. Nonetheless, the process has been accompanied by
ups and downs which can be considered from different
viewpoints. Using good governance as its theoretical
framework and giving due consideration to the political
participation indicator, the present paper has conducted a
comparative study for the period from 1979 to 2001 and
tried to answer how the status of women's political
participation fluctuated in the first two decades of the
Islamic Revolution. The paper hypothesizes that, following
Ayatollah Khomeini’s demise and the passage of time, the
conditions governing women’s political participation and
their share of power have been influenced by individual
preferences and eisegeses, leading to a decrease in
women’s share of political power.

Keywords: Women’s Share, Political Power, Good
Governance, Political Participation, Transformation.
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Women’s Participation in

the Peace Negotiations Process

Sharareh Abdol Hoseinzadeh!

It has been over twenty years since the United Nations
Security Council adopted Resolution 1325 in 2000, and the
remarkable absence of women in official peace
negotiations highlights a significant disparity between the
aspirations of numerous global and regional commitments
and the actual practice of peace processes. Women's
involvement in conflict prevention and resolution can
enhance outcomes before, during, and after conflicts.
However, women are frequently excluded from formal
peace processes. From 1992 to 2019, women made up an
average of 13 per cent of negotiators, 6 per cent of
mediators, and 6 per cent of signatories in major peace
processes worldwide. Although there has been some
progress in women's participation, fewer than seven out of
ten peace negotiations involve women as mediators or
signatories. On the other hand, there is a noticeable
absence of women in leadership roles as negotiators,
guarantors, or witnesses in official peace negotiations.
Moreover, despite the efforts made since 2020 to

" PhD in Political Science & Researcher in Political Sociology.
Email: sh.abdolhoseinzadeh@gmail.com.
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incorporate women into negotiation processes, women,
particularly in less developed countries, are not fully
engaged in their country's official political conflict
resolution process. For example, women have represented
only about 10% of negotiators in the Afghan negotiations
and only 20% of negotiators in the political discussions in
Libya. They had no representation in the military
negotiations in Libya, the recent process in Yemen, and the
JCPOA negotiations in Iran. This research will examine the
role and impact of women's participation in the negotiation
and conflict-resolution teams by exploring the official
peace negotiations in several countries.

Keywords: Women, Formal Negotiations, Gender
Discrimination, Peace, Political Participation.
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Positive Peace as a Solution to Prevent Political

Violence Against Women

Shiva Modareszadeh'

Farnaz Bayat?

The growth of cities and the increasing urban population
will have significant implications for the future of the
world. According to the latest census, by 2050 more than
half of the world’s population will reside in cities on
average, and Iran will exceed the average by having over
seventy per cent of its population living in urban areas.
Accordingly, urbanization will be a major driving force in
human development, and the interaction and effort to
create opportunities for social and political participation in
a comprehensive and general context will be the focus of
public attention. Meanwhile, women, making up half of the
urban population, will also be seeking effective solutions to
their inclusion in this movement. In this regard,
“tolerance”, as a key component of “peace”, will be the

" PhD in Sociology: Social Groups, university lecturer and researcher
in Women’s Studies. Email: shiva.modareszade@yahoo.com.

2 Master’s degree in English Translation, active in women’s Studies.
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focal point of the movement, since “being empowered in
terms of tolerance” is an essential component in defining
peace. In this context, tolerance means the negation of any
observable violence, tension, and conflict. Where natural
rights are considered as the standard of measurement,
tolerance gains its due place, and women find the
opportunity to define and enjoy real participation in society
without fearing the discrimination caused by violence. In
this situation, a real “dialogue” will take place, and
tolerance will turn into a goal of social peace. As social
peace depends on the relations between different power
levels and the government’s attention to the interests of all
social groups, it has undeniable ties with politics and
prevents any religious, political, ethnic, gender, or class
violence and discrimination. In the meantime, besides
creating security for women and men, positive peace has
other consequences that lead to tolerance, coexistence, and
social and political participation and create an optimal
environment for the growth of human capacities. “Positive
peace” has eight pillars, namely the “fair distribution of
resources”, “free flow of information”, “access to formal
and informal opportunities”, “high human capital”,
“acceptance of the rights of others”, “low corruption”,
“healthy business environment”, and “good government
performance” and creates an environment free from
violence for women’s political empowerment. The present
research utilized a qualitative and narrative analysis
method based on 29 narrative interviews with women
holding political positions and the violence they faced in
the field. The research aimed to explore the process of
political empowerment with an emphasis on the
components of positive peace and how to reduce violence
against women in the field of politics by utilizing the
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elements of positive peace. The findings of the research
shed light on the political and non-political obstacles faced
by women participating in politics at a macro-political
level in an urban society.

Keywords: Social Peace, Tolerance, Positive Peace,
Women, Political Violence, Political Empowerment.
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Women’s Right to Cover and Its Role

in Promoting Social Peace

Neda Hajivosough'

Women's attire, as a symbol of individual and social
identity, has evolved into a crucial issue in the
intersubjective and real atmosphere of contemporary
Iranian society. The radical changes in the lifestyles and
beliefs of people, particularly women, have led to the
utilization of attire as a purposeful tool, serving as a means
to achieve specific objectives. In this perspective, attire is
regarded as a vehicle for advocating gender equality,
striving for equitable legal, social, and economic
opportunities, and ultimately challenging the established
structure. The intentional use of attire as a goal-oriented
action can significantly impact society in two ways. Firstly,
it may exacerbate societal divisions, potentially leading to
social displace. Secondly, it has the potential to move
society towards social peace provided that a dynamic
jurisprudence is embraced and  decision-makers
acknowledge the historicity of social norms. To better
understand the issue, the present study used Pierre
Bourdieu’s theory and employed the documentary method

Board Member at Iranian Peace Studies Scientific Association '
(IPSAN) and responsible for Women and Peace Committee at [IPSAN.
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to test the hypothesis that the right to cover is an effective
social factor with substantial social and cultural
consequences, and the recognition of this right for women
will contribute to social stability, identity cohesion, and
reduced social conflicts and irregularities. The findings of
the research indicate that women’s attire in Iran is an
indicator of political ideology and has turned into a form of
Islamization of Iranian society. However, considering
women’s radical actions regarding their right to cover, the
realization of social peace and reduction in conflicts
depend on understanding contemporary societal needs and
recognizing women’s right to cover based on dynamic
jurisprudence.

Keywords: Hijab, Social Peace, Women, Dynamic
Jurisprudence, Goal-Oriented Action.
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The Role of Women and Peaceful Action
in Solving Diplomatic Crises

Seyyed Mahmoud Kamal Ara'

Despite all regional and international conflicts and disputes
and contrary to the realists’ belief in achieving security
through power or the idealists’ belief in obtaining security
through peace, there is now a need to present a middle-
ground perspective which encompasses both power and
peace and can offer security as the best gift to the world.
With the changes in international equations, it must be
accepted that borders have turned into an arbitrary illusion
and a mere legacy in human constructs. In this regard,
humanity is no longer confined to geographical borders,
and hungry African children and crying Afghan, Iraqi, or
Syrian children are all parts of the problem of humanity
and our conscience. Therefore, the borders and racial and
linguistic  differences do not absolve us of our
responsibilities. Moreover, in issues such as humanity,
peace, and peace-seeking actions, not only are gender
issues well embraced, but women’s role in achieving
international peace is very influential. A brief look at
WWI, WWII, and all the other wars and conflicts in the
Middle East reveals that the main cause of the wars is the

' Master’s degree student in International Relations, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran. Email: mkamalara@yahoo.com.
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world’s falling into the claws of politicians and, in some
cases, human pains are rooted in religious (dogmatic
attitudes towards women), ethnic, and racial conflicts.
Today, the approximation of Islamic sects, the moderation
of religious leaders’ policies, and the embracing of
national, racial, and religious commonalities have always
been components able to change the course of world peace
based on humanism and inclusivity. Referring to some
peacemaking achievements by employing religious leaders,
education, and the media in humanitarian activities, such as
the White Region, this paper has tried to introduce how to
implement these elements to obtain peace. The paper has
also delved into the possible ways to think about
sustainable world peace, the prospect of accepting the laws
issued by the committee by religions and different nations,
the role of the Red Cross in peace, the predicting,
preventing, and reducing of the human-made crises, and
the ways to deal with the crisis and ensure post-crisis
conditions.

Keywords: Women, Peace, Thought, International Law,
Humanitarian.
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Representation of Social Peace in the Concepts
of Justice, Freedom, and Human Rights

Mohammad Taghi Fazelmaybodi'

The essence of social peace goes back to the concepts of
justice, freedom and human rights. Undoubtedly, no peace
can be realized in a society where the three concepts are
not well appreciated by the wise and the rulers. These
concepts start in the smallest unit of society, which is the
family, and its scope then extends to governments and
nations. The concepts of justice, freedom and human rights
do not depend upon gender, race, or religion, and their
scope is humanity per se. In the context of these concepts,
there is no difference between men and women, since the
concepts apply to human nature. Despite Islam mostly
eliminating the differences between men and women in the
age of ignorance, removing the boundaries between male
and female (Quran 16:97) in the creation of "Hayat
Tayyaba" and establishing justice and natural rights, our
jurisprudence, philosophy, and literature have not paid
enough attention to this major issue unfortunately, and the
differences have extended to religions. Throughout history,
innumerable oppressions have been committed against
women and countless wars have taken place between
religions, all being due to the failure to recognize justice
and the rights of people as human beings. Justice, freedom

Seminary researcher."
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and human rights have always been caught in
jurisprudential and legal bottlenecks. The findings of this
research suggest that unless jurisprudential and religious
issues and concepts are articulated in terms of justice,
freedom, and natural and social rights and tested against
them, social peace will remain elusive.

Keywords: Freedom, Human Rights, Women and Men,
Social Peace, Justice.



bl a5 (55 Gisad .;

gho » b)) Gof> 4 (0 oSy, iU

< b=

OA



;. .............. bl a5 Gsia 4 el sla2 S5 L

bL,) et hwg Lé)““*"-"‘

b S jo 1) gpose aw «0Lj 5 (loinl mho @i conts lge
[y Con asin 092y Judo @ alfaw dlal) pl .cail ools [ 3 SKuSg
| celoirl o scin i 1 ol 2 S5 on o 5 e (505
L oslyls 5 (elazl slaog S ke g Sdgo Ay mhaw 5o Oleioe
r Stz w s ol xSl oS s gl o e
it ol o Lol s olpaiti g sl oy s b5 (5 ki glaailyiiy
Gl Glop g Gl g3 el 48518 (Bndy 3550 L lgie @
bz glie 4 (U5 founr ol cnl o (U Coxdse &5 ol
gho 5 ob; Ay WS sl Blan glaciadae (9,0 5o wily o
Ob) canss 0B 10 0,5 Jlis olBaus g0 5l olen wls 1) elozsl
Oere iz Cugp b Gludl Cuge podle Jld SasS S plsie 4
Olye 4 (sl sloog )5 g cdo - Cdgs dlal) )3 5 00lgils jemme 5o
oEass 1o iyS 3 dallae 5,00 wlgi e Slasl dmalx I gae S
ool e el IS g g sl YU e clisle o 5 ey

yousefi@mofidu.ac.ir  wie olSzils slazdl 05,5 ole i guiae !



bl a5 (55 Gisad .;

=.

9 B9i> 4zl o) eleizl mlo Giod slp &5 ol (pl S5 IS
oG L cole iy Wiz jo il Wb b g s Jloye5 (SIS
gho ;o Sy S 4 cwl 0l Geie 4 JBU (Shein A
Ao 4y wilsty b 05 e oS5 Slolio ol 4 (g0l St 5l o elazz]
okl A 4 oliws Sl (rnb sl Cuws eleizl kA
ol pdy el (Ko b g eleizl ((Fu )b Slewlio 42 39)9 sy
2 Lladl GBS g Bgi () ar aBS Canl 4B (e g S
e ol p sloizl glasles ;o by 993 L dos b ol Ll
5 398> eloizl who g aid BB 95 ;0 oS (nl b jlop e (0o
Qilgs oo dad oBuyo 1 ol,8l sla folss 5 Juw ¢ sloix slasly IS
B>y (Foe p30 oS A azgi b0 j53 Wign sleizl mlo cola b
S Sl Gy nl @ el plie o jldg cnl (el who o (L5
lnoty eloiz! gl a0 gz o Wlgie (U5 4 a8 5,5, L

Al sabol



b eeeeenreene el mloa s (U G 4 o 53805y LG

The Impact of Jurisprudential Approaches to
Women’s Rights on Social Peace

Mohammadreza Yousefi Sheikh Robat!

The conference entitled “Jurisprudence, Social Peace, and
Women” has brought together three major issues, and the
tripartite relationship makes the discussion somewhat
difficult due to the multiplicity of aspects involved. Social
peace might be defined in terms of the relationship among
the nation-state, social groups, and the family, with a focus
on tolerance. While this definition is subject to debate and
has its flaws, it serves as the basis for the present paper.
The central topic of this research is the role played by
women in this context. Women can be positioned in
different roles according to the three elements. The
relationship between women and social peace can be
examined from two perspectives. Firstly, women can be
seen as active participants, with a specific gender identity
within the family, and as a member of the human society
within the broader context of the relationships between
nation-states and social groups. Secondly, women have
rights and responsibilities within the aforementioned
tripartite relationship. In other words, the point is what
rights and responsibilities women have or should have to
achieve social peace. While discussions about gender
discrimination often revolve around women’s rights,

' Faculty Member at the Economics Department, Mofid University.
Email: yousefi@mofidu.ac.ir.
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achieving sustainable optimal social peace seems to require
a balanced perspective that considers tolerance, and
sustainable optimal social peace can only be obtained
through historical, social, and cultural relations. The third
aspect of the conference is jurisprudence, which draws on
religious sources to explore the rights and responsibilities
of individuals in their relationships with God, themselves,
and other social institutions. This perspective allows for an
examination of the rights and responsibilities of social and
civil institutions, as well as the interactions among
individuals, from a jurisprudential standpoint concerning
social peace. According to the second view based on the
rights of women in social peace, the present paper tried to
answer the question of whether the approach of
jurisprudence to women can be in line with the realization
of social peace in the aforementioned sense.

Keywords: Nation-State, Women, Social Peace,
Jurisprudence, Identity.
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Violence Against Women from Legal and
Judicial Perspectives in International
Documents

Pejman Elhami Taleshmikael'

Violence against women and girls stands as one of the
most prevalent human rights violations globally, occurring
numerous times each day across all parts of the world. This
issue has serious short-term and long-term physical and
psychological consequences for women and girls.
November 25 is designated as the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against Women. Such violence
hinders the full and equal participation of women and girls
in society, exerting an immeasurable impact on individuals,
families, and society at large. Violence against women is a
disgusting phenomenon occurring in the forms of physical,
mental, social, economic, cultural and sexual violence, and
addressing the issue is inevitable. While legislative
provisions have been enshrined in criminal laws,
insufficient focus has been placed on addressing this issue
within family protection laws. Governments and
international organizations have shown concern and
sensitivity towards violence against women, leading to the
adoption of several documents aimed at prohibiting its

' Visiting Professor at the Department of Law, Islamic Azad
University, Iran.
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various forms. Despite relative legal protections for women
in Iran's internal laws, these measures do not adequately
address the severity of crimes committed against women
by their families or society. All in all, the widespread
occurrence of violence against women and girls globally
has captured the attention and sensitivity of governments
and international organizations, recognizing it as a matter
pertaining to fundamental human rights. However,
international documents have not proven effective in
reducing or eliminating such violence. According to
Article 1 of the 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence Against Women, violence against women
encompasses any act of violence rooted in gender that
results in, or may lead to, physical, mental, or sexual harm
or suffering of women. This includes the threat of such
acts, coercion, and arbitrary deprivation of freedom,
whether in private or social life. It follows from the above
definition that violence might be physical, psychological,
emotional, or sexual and based on gender.

Keywords: Iran, International law, Violence, Women,
Judicial Crime.
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The Role of the Women’s Organization of Iran
in Training the Establishment and Stabilization
of Social Peace

Hasan Zandieh!
Fatemeh Samii?
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With the formulation of the White Revolution Program and
the establishment of the Women’s Organization of Iran in
1966, the second Pahlavi government set the planning of
macro-level policies related to women high in its agenda.
Previously, with the formation of the Pahlavi dynasty and
the extensive modernization program in the Reza Shah era,
women had turned into focal points for policy-making and
planning, leading to the formation of the concept of
“women’s liberation”. In the discursive space of
modernization and modernism, women's freedom was
defined and regulated only through the lens of modernity.
The modernist discourse in Reza Shah’s era, which had
shaped the concept of women’s freedom and the policies
adopted in that area, was influenced by the philosophy of
the White Revolution and political, economic, and social
developments. Therefore, the issues of women’s rights in
the family and society, inequalities in the family, and civil,
political, social and economic rights received a lot of
attention and consideration. Given the developments that
occurred during the Islamic Revolution, it was defined as
every Iranian woman’s responsibility to participate in
political and social activities and help the development of
the country. Moreover, since political growth was
considered as the foundation for economic and social
development, it became necessary to establish new laws, in
accordance with the principles and goals of the White
Revolution, to create a large-scale transformation in
women’s society. In addition, the growth of feminist
movements during the period had significant impacts on
the policies formulated for women. The issues of sex and
gender, the patriarchal system, women’s subordinate roles
and their confinement within the homes were all
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recognized as reprehensible issues, resulting in a
redefinition of women’s roles, abilities and responsibilities
in the family and society. During the same period, the
Women’s Organization of Iranian, as one of the major
driving forces in the Pahlavi government, made several
efforts to establish macro-level policies related to women.
Drawing on the traditional concept of continuity in history
and a descriptive-analytical method, the present research
has examined the approaches, plans and programs of the
Organization in establishing and stabilizing women’s
social peace through formulating new laws and introducing
changes in educational policies.

Keywords: Women’s Liberation, Women’s Organization
of Iran, Social Peace, Pahlavi Dynasty.
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In Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent, intercultural
exchanges flow as naturally as they do in Latin America.
Throughout history, humanity has thrived on intercultural
interactions, finding enrichment in the diverse perceptions
of life held by others. Diversity is the very essence of
genetic existence in nature. The coexistence of different
realities is a natural aspect of all life, existing without
human intervention. The renowned Andalusian
philosopher, Ibn Arabi, views diversity as a divine
imperative, an expression of the will of God, as the only
entity capable of comprehending all the languages of His
creation. Could one imagine a song with a single note, a
forest with a solitary tree, or a world with a sole language?
The importance of diversity is universally acknowledged
and recognized as an indispensable element in sustaining
life on the planet. By engaging with the beauty created by
others, we can draw closer and gain insight into their
unique perspectives on life. It allows us to empathize,
envision ourselves in the place of another human being,
and sense their yearning for security and peace as keenly as
we feel our own need for security, recognition, and peace.
In this way also, I can invite others to host my path and
perceptions, engaging in dialogue, exchange, and
negotiation with a world where the right of all plural forms
of life needs to be preserved. The question asked in this
research was how, amidst the prevailing confusion of
values and information, we can draw nearer to one another,

! Professor of Vocal Expression and Acting, Federal University of
Ouro Preto, Ouro Preto, Brazil.
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and the response I obtained was through art, handicrafts,
and culture.

Keywords: Intercultural Peace, Diversity, Arts, Culture,
Handicrafts.
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Solutions to Achieve Social Peace Through
Developing Women’s Tourism and Gender
Justice

Mehdi Karroubi!
Fahimeh Taghavipour?

Gender justice and social peace are crucial concepts that,
when carefully considered and untangled within society,
contribute to societal maturity and are essential for the
advancement of any community. While gender justice is
often associated with women due to societal gaps and
perceived needs, it is not exclusively a feminine concept.
The tourism industry, as an integral part of contemporary
society, has played a significant role in highlighting the
concept of gender justice, shedding light on both its
positive and negative impacts. Recognizing the specific
requirements of women in tourism, governments should
strive to provide the necessary facilities to achieve gender
justice, thereby propelling society towards inclusive social
peace. This research aims to explore pathways to achieve

T Professor, Department of Tourism Management, Faculty of

Management and Accounting, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran,
Iran.

Email: drkaroubi@atu.ac.ir.

2 MA in Tourism Development Planning Management, Faculty of
Management and Accounting, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran,
Iran.

Email: taghavi.fahime@yahoo.com.
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social peace through the advancement of women’s tourism
and the realization of gender justice. As a qualitative study,
this research interviewed fourteen experts in the area of
women in tourism. The data obtained from the interviews
were analyzed using the framework analysis method and
MAXQDAI10 software. Creating equal opportunities for
experiencing tourism spaces and constructing the necessary
platform and requirements were identified as the major
significant approaches to achieving the research objectives.
Overall, it was found that developing women’s tourism and
realizing gender justice in society are crucial in fostering
social peace, yielding positive impacts across all segments
of society.

Keywords: Social Peace, Development, Tourism, Women,
Gender justice.
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Women’s Role in Advancing Peace
Among Thinkers and Poets of Kurdistan

Mikael Sanyar'

Women, constituting half of society’s population and
fulfilling multiple roles, are a fundamental factor in the
development and progression of any society. Given their
crucial role in advocating for peace, freedom, love, and
family values, it is imperative to explore the status of
women across various cultures and societies. An effective
approach to understanding the esteem of women in a
society involves examining their portrayal in the literature
and works of intellectuals, scholars, and poets, as well as
delving into the myths, rituals, and traditions of that
society. This paper seeks to investigate the position of
women in the intellectual and cultural landscape of
Kurdistan using a descriptive-analytical method, aiming to
validate the hypothesis that women hold a prominent status
in the eyes of Kurdish thinkers and within their culture. To
address this inquiry, the paper scrutinizes the depiction of
concepts such as freedom, gender equality, love, family,
and respect for women's rights in the writings of select
Kurdish intellectuals and poets, in addition to women’s
role in Kurdish customs and ceremonies.

Keywords: Women, Kurdistan, Thought, Freedom, Peace,
Equality, Love, Family.
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Women’s Role in Social Peace from
a Care-Ethics Theoretical Viewpoint

Kosar Mohammadi'
Ebrahim Rezaei Rad?

For centuries, women have been instrumental in the
establishment of the peace process within national borders

' Master’s degree student in Women’s Studies, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran.
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2 Master’s degree student in Central Asia and Caucasus Studies, ECO
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and across international boundaries. Their involvement
ranges from establishing and participating in peace
associations to fulfilling the crucial role of motherhood and
nurturing generations of children towards peace within
families and communities. Some scholars argue that,
compared to men, women may possess a greater aptitude
for fostering social peace due to their unique and distinct
ethical perspectives. This line of thinking finds theoretical
support in Care Ethics Theory. The present paper seeks to
explore, through the lens of Care Ethics and employing a
descriptive-analytical approach, women’s potential to
contribute to developing social peace. The study’s findings
reveal that women, with their particular dispositions and
ethical perspectives, can promote peace at three distinct
levels: the micro-level (family), mid-level (civil society),
and macro-level (politics). The findings also demonstrate
that women’s presence in society not only diminishes
tension and violence but also enhances social compassion
and tolerance, which are crucial components for achieving
sustainable peace.

Keywords: Women, Peace, Social Peace, Care Ethics
Theory, Feminism.
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What If It Was My Child?
Care Ethics and Theorizing to Obtain Peace

Maryam Nasr Esfahani'

Care ethics is a feminist philosophy that promotes peace by
emphasizing the moral value of care. Care ethicists argue
that women tend to approach conflicts with a caring
attitude, which differs from the dominant justice-based
model and reflects feminine values. These values are
rooted in women’s shared experiences of nurturing and aim
to resolve conflicts in non-violent, empathic, restorative,
and dialogical ways, rather than relying on the binary
oppositions pervasive in Western thought. The caring
perspective views humans not as autonomous rational
agents, but as complex beings embedded in a network of
relationships, thereby developing a corresponding
ontology, epistemology, and ethics. In this perspective,
confrontational approaches are challenged, both at the
individual level (self-other) and the collective level (us-
them), and “interdependence” is recognized as the basic
human condition. In this regard, the practice of

! Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Member at Women’s Studies
Department, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies. Email:
m.nasr@jihcs.ac.ir.
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motherhood, as women’s most vital caring activity, can
offer theoretical insights for peace policies. As Sara
Ruddick (1989), the founder of “Maternal Thinking”,
argues, relating motherhood to war is not about sending
sons to war and accepting their loss, as the patriarchal
system expects. Instead, the maternal practice and the
moral values it yields can contribute to peace in a positive
way because motherhood is a life-giving and life-
preserving practice that involves interacting with and
accepting others. As a product of the combination of love
and reason, it does not accept exclusion, negation, damage,
elimination of others, and violence. Motherhood is a
tolerant, forgiving, receptive, and interactive practice.

Keywords: Care FEthics, Peace, Sarah Ruddick,
Motherhood, Elimination of Violence.
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Cultural Contexts for Violence
Against Women in Iran and Its Future

Shakiba Hashemian!

Violence against women stands as a significant example of
human rights violations, encompassing the use of physical
or verbal force to impose unwanted situations upon others.
A national survey spanning 31 provinces in Iran has
revealed that a substantial number of women have
encountered domestic violence at least once in their lives.
This distressing trend appears to be deeply ingrained
within our cultural and traditional fabrics, while also being
perpetuated by ongoing discrimination against women
within legal, economic, and political frameworks. It is
evident that a portion of this violence is entrenched in
societal norms, fostering a climate where such behavior is
tacitly accepted. The issue of violence against women can
be approached from two distinct perspectives. Firstly,
when women are socialized to perceive themselves as
inherently inferior to men, they may internalize this status,
leading to the normalization of violence against them.
Secondly, prevalent cultural expressions such as proverbs,
poems, verses, and traditions overtly reinforce the unequal
status of women and men, thereby perpetuating the

T PhD in Political Science and Researcher in Women Studies.
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violence against women. This research endeavors to
address the pervasive issue of violence against women in
Iran by examining the cultural underpinnings that
contribute to this phenomenon. The findings of this study
underscore that not all themes within our cultural heritage
are inherently truthful. Many are products of specific
historical contexts and the lived experiences of past
generations, often shaped and perpetuated by male-centric
or anthropocentric viewpoints. Furthermore, certain
beliefs, assuming a religious guise, have been influenced
by patriarchal interpretations, further entrenching these
perceptions. Taking a more comprehensive view, it
becomes apparent that numerous verses and traditions
actually advocate for gender equality. In a broader context,
Islam has historically sought to ameliorate the conditions
of women. Therefore, any reference to Islam in present and
future contexts should encompass an interpretation that
fosters improved conditions for women.

Keywords: Iran, Islam, Violence, Women, Cultural
Structure, Men.
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Inner Peace as a Foundation to Prevent
Violence Against Women: The Necessity to
Manifest Non-Violence in Child Development

Aryan Ghasemi!

Violence against women has a long and pervasive history,
rooted in internal contexts, cultural foundations, social
structures, political and institutional platforms, and legal
infrastructures. These elements collectively contribute to
the emergence and escalation of violence against women in
both domestic and international transpersonal relationships.
It is undeniable that the issue of violence against women is
an integral part of contemporary human existence. Despite
the inherent challenges and inconsistencies, the collective
endeavor, particularly led by women themselves, to
construct a world that rejects violence and condemns
violent behavior represents a significant stride towards
dismantling gender-based violence. Amid the multitude of
actions in this realm, it is crucial to emphasize the
preventive dimension, which holds the potential to shape a
future world devoid of violence for forthcoming
generations. As current rights holders and future fully-
fledged citizens, children stand as pivotal agents in shaping
a world that is free from violence and founded on
principles of dignity, appreciation, tolerance, rights-based
approaches, and respect. The realization of such an
ambitious objective depends on a process rooted in the

1 Postdoctoral Researcher in Child Health Law. Email:
a_ghassemi@hotmail.com.
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aforementioned foundations within the educational journey
of a child. In essence, nurturing respect for these
foundations throughout a child’s growth —spanning
educational, developmental, and experiential domains —
instills inner peace in children. The culmination of such a
process is the internalization and  subsequent
externalization of the child’s respect for all individuals,
including women, emanating from the child’s inner peace
cultivated and nurtured throughout their growth. May the
future world be liberated from violence against women,
reflecting the most optimistic outlook, and at the very least,
may it resonate with the call for non-violence against
women in the most pessimistic scenario.

Keywords: Violence, Women, Prevention, Inner Peace,
Child, Development.
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How to Represent Women-Centered Events in
the Media to Achieve Social Peace: With a
Focus on Communication Theories

Afsaneh Mozaffari!

The concept of social peace, aimed at fostering a
relationship built on trust and mutual respect between the
nation and the government, as well as among people, has
recently gained prominence in the intellectual discourse of

T Associate Professor, Department of Communication Sciences,
Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: dr.afsaneh.mozaffari@gmail.com.
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democratic societies. This concept underscores the
participation and empowerment of individuals within
societies, with the goal of averting war, conflict, and
violence, and is rooted in principles like social capital,
social justice, and social security. In addition to these
concepts, all of which are proposed to advance
development goals worldwide, it is imperative to prioritize
the empowerment, employment, active participation,
human rights, gender equality, peace, and human and
social security of women, who constitute nearly half of any
society’s population. In today’s information society, where
information and communication technologies are
prevalent, various collective and social media platforms
shape how audiences perceive events and play a crucial
role in providing comprehensive information, irrespective
of time and place, while also influencing public opinion.
Therefore, the representation and reframing of events
related to women and social peace carry has assumed a
major responsibility and concern. This paper delves into
communication theories, such as framing theory, social
constructionism, highlighting, the CNN effect, and post-
truth, to investigate the impact of communication messages
on the representation and conceptualization of events
related to women.

Keywords: Media, Women, Social Peace, Communication
Theories.
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The Theory of Peace for Mankind: Peace-
Making Women and Men in the Shadow of
Equal Rights

Mohammad Mehdi Davar!

The concept of peace is universally valued, and while some
individuals may engage in war-mongering actions, they
still recognize the importance of peace. Intellectuals have
long sought to establish a plan to realize sustainable global
peace, with the ultimate goal of making peace a dominant
and stable concept at the international level. The first step
in achieving this goal is to ensure the equality of men and
women’s rights. Both genders must play a role in creating
and maintaining peace, while also recognizing each other’s
rights. The theory of Peace for Mankind is founded on
natural rights, with equality being a fundamental element
of natural rights. Therefore, men and women must be
considered equal in terms of their rights, as this is crucial
for them to recognize each other's rights. This paper has
addressed the basics of natural rights, the theory of Peace
for Mankind, and the equality of men and women's rights,

' Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy and Islamic Wisdom from
University of Tehran, Iran. Email: mohamadmahdidavar@ut.ac.ir.
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which is essential for both genders to play a role in creating
lasting peace.

Keywords: Sustainable Peace, Theory of Peace for

Mankind, Natural Rights, Equal Rights, Men and Women,
World Peace.
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A Gender-Based Analysis of the Relationship
Between Cinema and Social Peace:
War and Peace in Cinema

Azam Ravadrad!

This paper explores the relationship between cinema and
social peace, focusing on the role of women and men in
perpetuating or promoting violence or peace in their
interactions. The study draws on a number of movies to
illustrate the relationship. It is observed that Iranian movies
often portray women as passive and victimized, with very
few depicting female protagonists in active, successful, or
non-victimized roles. The prevalence of women as victims
in these films reinforces societal attitudes towards women
as passive and victimized entities, hindering their social
advancement and contribution to peace. The lack of
constructive dialogue in social relationships depicted in
these films was identified as a root cause of the prevalent
violence. In these movies, the characters in various family
and social contexts tend to rely on silence and personal
decisions rather than constructive dialogues when facing
challenges. The present paper highlights the importance of
dialogue in promoting social peace in movies, emphasizing
the need for a shift away from the portrayal of women as
victims and towards more constructive and empowering
representations.

' Full Professor at the Faculty of Social Sciences, University of
Tehran, Iran. Email: ravadrad@ut.ac.ir.
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Young Girls and Sexual Violence in Cyberspace

Tahmineh Shaverdi'
Reihane Sadat Sahragard Monfared?

The current generation of teenagers and young adults are
the first to grow up in a society where technological
proficiency is crucial for effective citizenship in the 21
century. As more young people use digital technologies for
educational and recreational purposes, social problems in
cyberspace have increased, resulting in their exposure to
various forms of cyberbullying. The present paper
examines the evolution of cyberspace, describes different
types of cyberviolence, and focuses on cyberbullying
among adolescent girls as both victims and perpetrators of
this type of violence. In addition, risky online activities
among adolescent girls are presented, and strategies are
proposed to promote cybersecurity. The paper also reviews
previous research in the field. The research method used in
the study is descriptive-analytical, and by analyzing the
research conducted in Iran over the past decade, the paper
aims to answer the research questions.

1 Associate Professor at the Research Institute for the Humanities and
Social Studies, Academic Center for Education, Culture and Research.
Email: t.shaverdi@yahoo.com.

Researcher in the field of Family Studies. Email: 2
reyvhanmnf(@gmail.com.
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Peace Journalism as a Platform to Reduce
Violence Against Women

Katayoun Mesri!

Violence against women manifests in both overt and covert forms,
posing a significant barrier to women’s engagement in public spaces.
Instead of being relegated to a private sphere, this issue has broader
social implications and serves as an impediment to societal progress.
Derrida posits that violence against women stems from symbolic

" - PhD in Women’s Studies, Tarbiat Modares University.
Email: katayonmesri76(@gmail.com.
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violence within society, which is the result of the creation of binary
oppositions and contradictions in the semantic system and cultural
structure. Language, as a fundamental mode of communication,
perpetuates and legitimizes binary oppositions such as male/female,
strong/weak, and violent/submissive, ultimately contributing to
fundamental societal violence against women. In Iran, a staggering
77% of women have encountered explicit forms of violence, such as
physical abuse, while a larger portion has endured the often concealed,
psychological and verbal mistreatment. Today, mainstream and online
media serve as influential sources of linguistic content, shaping various
societal institutions including politics, education, family dynamics, and
the economy. The growing audience for visual media like satellite
channels and social networking platforms underscores the impact of
these media in portraying violence against women, as they play a
pivotal role in disseminating teachings, meanings, and linguistic
symbols. Since the aftermath of World War 11, the media has amassed
substantial influence in shaping semantic systems, interpretations, and
cultural frameworks, capable of inciting hostility and violence against
specific groups based on class, race, or gender. In response, Johan
Galtung introduced a novel approach to news reporting in the 1970s.
Contrary to traditional war journalism, peace journalism prioritizes the
reporter’s commitment, accountability, and responsibility. This
analytical-descriptive article employed a documentary approach and
performed a qualitative content analysis of fifty Telegram channels and
Instagram pages to underscore the prevalence of harsh and sexualized
content on social media. It delved into the components of the peace
paradigm within the media, emphasizing the need to move away from
retribution and instead focus on redress and proactive measures to
support victims and improve the situation. The restorative perspective
of peace journalism in gender discussions not only avoids gendered
terminology but also challenges the representation and perpetuation of
physical, mental, and verbal violence, as well as institutionalized
gender-based vulnerabilities within society. Given the entrenched
patriarchal influence in mass media and social networks, fostering a
peace-oriented paradigm in journalism and restorative media, rooted in
principles of restorative justice, can help prevent women’s
victimization and address gender-based harassment.

Keywords: Peace Journalism, Women, Violence, Media, Gender.
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Women’s Equal Presence in the Political Arena
and the Creation of Social Peace, with a focus
on Jacques Ranciére’s Ideas

Rose Fazli!

According to Ranciere, politics comes into play when the
natural order of domination is disrupted by the institution
created by the sector without shares. Thus, equality
signifies the active inclusion of absentees into the arenas of
thought and contemplation. Ranciere delves into how the
labor texts of the French Revolution emerged from the
laborer’s endeavors to convert their nocturnal periods of
rest and weariness into active moments for reflection. This
shift in perspective has given rise to the development of a
new type of text and language originating from a stratum
that has perpetually existed on the periphery, a stratum that
refused to adhere to the role prescribed to them by the
established authority, aspiring instead to participate in the
public sphere. Similar occurrences have unfolded
throughout history with other marginalized segments of
society, such as the experiences of slaves during the civil
rights movement in America, or the women’s suffrage
movement, among others. Drawing from Ranciére's

' Faculty Member, Research Institute for Culture and Communications,
Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran. Email:
rose_fazli@yahoo.com.
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theories, this paper aims to explore how the presence of
women in the political arena can instigate a profound
transformation in the traditional systems of domination and
the official political discourses, many of which are rooted
in opposition and inequality, offering instead a fresh
perspective on equality.

Keywords: Public Sphere, Equality, Jacques Ranciére,
Social Peace.
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Social Harms to Iranian Women during World
War Il and Women’s Participation in Creating
Social Peace in the Society

Maria Israfilian Soltani!

The outbreak of World War II in 1939 brought about
significant changes worldwide. Despite Iran's initial policy
of neutrality, the country's strategic location and Reza
Shah's pro-German stance drew the attention of the Allied
countries. Consequently, the Allied attack in September
1941 led to the military occupation of Iran, effectively
violating its neutrality policy and causing extensive harm
to its people and lands. This research aims to examine the
crises and social harms inflicted on Iranian women during
World War II. It also seeks to explore the efforts made by
women to promote social peace through increased socio-
political participation, with a focus on freedom, social
rights, and the preservation of women's dignity, including
their right to vote. The central question of the study is how
Iranian women were affected by the social harms of World
War II and the process they underwent to establish social
peace in post-war society. Through a descriptive-analytical

' PhD Candidate in Post-Islamic Iranian History at Al-zahra
University. Email: history.esrafilian@gmail.com.
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approach, this article analyzes the social hardships endured
by Iranian women during the Second World War and their
accomplishments in securing the right to vote as a means
of achieving social peace. The research findings highlight
various social hardships faced by Iranian women during
World War II, such as the migration of families from rural
to urban areas, socio-economic pressures, the impact of
famine and inflation, and the increased working hours for
women. Additionally, the absence of social security for
women due to the presence of Allied soldiers in cities is
noted. Despite these challenges, women exerted
considerable effort to attain social peace and secure their
fundamental rights, culminating in the granting of the right
to vote to all women in Iran in 1962. Furthermore, women
were able to gain representation in the National
Consultative Assembly of Iran.

Keywords: Social Harms, Iran, World War II, Right to Vote, Social
Peace.
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Feminine Care Ethics and Global Peace

Fatemeh Badavi!
Bahareh Nasiri?
Ameneh Bakhtiari?
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Many thinkers share a common concern about examining
the connections between gender and ethics. Feminists, in
particular, have criticized traditional ethics for neglecting
or underestimating the cultural values and moral
experiences of women within a patriarchal framework. In
response, they have put forth various theories and
approaches aimed at reevaluating traditional ethics and
presenting a new framework for moral relationships that
takes gender into account. Feminist approaches to ethics
prioritize personal relationships and care ethics and
emphasize the importance of human connections.
Additionally, maternal approaches highlight the unique
bond between mothers and children as a model for moral
interaction. In contrast to traditional ethics, which are
characterized by general moral rules, impartiality, and
rationality, these approaches are characterized by a lack of
strict rules, attention to detail, textual orientation,
objectivity, and a foundation in gender-based emotions. In
her “maternal custom,” Ruddick focuses on preserving a
child's life, growth, and acceptance. She argues that despite
the challenges and responsibilities involved, mothers and
women feel a deep sense of responsibility to protect and
nurture their children, resisting any conflict that could
jeopardize their efforts and the well-being of their children.
This reflects women’s instinct to ensure the survival of
their offspring. This study utilizes Gilligan's framework of
female ethics of care and a qualitative method to analyze
the contents of global posters related to women,
motherhood, and peace. It examined the representation of
global peace symbols in these posters to explore (1) the
differences between general posters and those featuring
women in terms of their portrayal of peace symbols, and
(2) the potential impact of women, who have a stronger
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connection to care ethics, on the global peace process
among people from different countries.

Keywords: Female Care Ethics, Gender and Femininity,
Global Peace, War, Feminists, Men.
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Transforming Foreign Policy: Women

and Soft Power

Ahmet Nazmi USTE!

The atmosphere of the 21% century has forced the states
and individuals to gain different experiences. In this
context, which is developing in tandem with technological
innovations, foreign policy issues have necessarily fallen
out of the traditional framework, and the situation has
revealed the need to make adjustments in foreign policy

! Department of Public Administration, Dokuz Eylul University,
Turkey.
Email: nazmi.uste@deu.edu.tr.



welia) zlaa 5 gl GBLAA Lo, .{

instruments and tools. In response, “soft power” has
appeared as a preferred method in the changing landscape
of foreign policy in recent years. Developed by Joseph Nye
in the 1980s, soft power refers to a country’s ability to
convince others to do what it wants without resorting to
force or coercion. Although foreign policy is practiced and
implemented mostly by men, a major part of the issues on
the foreign policy agenda are directly related to women.
Women are often the primary and most heavily impacted
demographic when it comes to critical foreign policy
matters, including migration, climate change, war and
conflict, water scarcity, and energy access. The purpose of
this study is to shed light on the importance of women’s
participation in foreign policy processes in the
contemporary developing world and their empowerment in
the context of the use of soft power.

Keywords: Foreign Policy, Representation, Soft Power,
Women.
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Security Council’s Normalizing Measures
Concerning Women, Peace, and Security (2000-
2022)

Reza Mousazadeh!

Nilofar Jafari?

In light of the current global developments, the Security
Council, serving as the executive arm of the United
Nations responsible for upholding international peace and
security, as well as mediating disputes and conflicts
between nations, has played a crucial role in normalizing
various aspects, including the prevention of violence
against women and the involvement of women in
peacemaking efforts. Over the period from 2000 to 2022,
the Security Council has passed several resolutions
recognizing the participation of women in achieving
international peace and security, as well as their
contributions to conflict prevention, peacebuilding, and
engagement in peacekeeping and conflict resolution
initiatives. Notably, all ten resolutions were unanimously
approved by the Security Council members, reflecting
widespread acceptance and thereby contributing to the

' Faculty Member, Faculty of International Relations, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Tehran, Iran. Email: rmousazadeh88@gmail.com.

2 Master’s degree student in Diplomacy and International
Organizations, Faculty of International Relations, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Tehran, Iran. Email: niloofarjafarii1994(@gmail.com.
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establishment of international norms in the realms of
women, peace, and security. This underscores the
significant influence of the Security Council in this
domain. The present study aims to investigate the
hypothesis that the Security Council, as an international
institution, has effectively contributed to the advancement
and reinforcement of the role of women in international
peace and security. The research seeks to analyze the
normalization process within the Security Council with
regard to women’s issues and international peace and
security.

Keywords:  United Nations, Security = Council,
Normalization, Women, Peace.
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Women’s Role in International Arms Control:
Focusing on UN Resolutions

Alireza Zamaniyan'

As a realistic approach and standing in contrast to
disarmament which is an idealistic approach, arms control
is crucial for maintaining peace and security in the
international system. The United Nations, regarded as the
most inclusive and dependable international regime and
institution, is dedicated to upholding international peace
and security, a commitment explicitly outlined in the first
article of the United Nations Charter. In this context,
women, as civil society activists, leveraging their diverse
roles at the community level, can significantly contribute to
fostering peace and shaping decision-making processes in
matters of peace and security. Despite this potential, most
women are relegated to the role of observers in these
decision-making processes. This research aims to analyze
and elucidate the role of women in international arms
control, with a specific focus on United Nations resolutions
pertaining to the protection of women's rights. Central to
this investigation is the question: What role can women
play in international arms control, particularly through the

" Master’s degree in International Relations, Arms Control Diplomacy;
Faculty of Management and Industrial Engineering, Malek Ashtar
University of Technology, Tehran, Iran. Email:
politics1648@gmail.com.
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lens of United Nations resolutions? The current study
adopts a qualitative analysis approach, relying on library
and document-based research methods to collect required
data. The research findings highlight that various United
Nations bodies, including the United Nations Security
Council and the United Nations General Assembly, have
endorsed significant and strategic resolutions concerning
the role of women in international arms control. Notably,
Security Council Resolution 1325, passed on 31 October
2000, and Resolution 1889, ratified in 2009, address the
impediments to women’s participation across all stages of
the peace process. Consequently, women can assume
pivotal roles in conflict prevention, active engagement in
arms control, peace negotiations, peacekeeping operations,
and post-conflict reconstruction efforts.

Keywords: Arms control, Women, United Nations, Peace,
Security Council.
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Armed Conflicts Between Hamas and Israel in
the Gaza Strip and Their Effect on Women’s
Rights

Mahdi Zakerian!

The segregation of human rights and humanitarian rights
into women’s rights and non-women ones is not a good
practice. What sets apart different human beings? Women,
like men, have the capacity to think, earn a living, manage
affairs, and so on. Both men and women have the right to
life, and torture and oppression of either gender are equally
abhorrent. However, as a result of historical inequalities
and in an effort to rectify past mistakes and prevent their
recurrence, special attention has been paid to women in
human rights and humanitarian rights. In the recent conflict
between Hamas and Israel on 7 October 2023 and Israel's
military response, a significant number of unarmed
mothers, daughters, and women were deliberately targeted
and harmed by both sides of the conflict. This underscores
the need for special adherence to the rules of international
humanitarian law, the Geneva Conventions, and human
rights with regard to women in armed conflicts, regardless
of the circumstances. In the present study, the researcher’s
primary inquiry was why the parties involved in the recent
conflict, Hamas and Israel, disregarded women’s rights and
targeted them. Drawing on written data and a decade of

' Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law, Theology, and Political
Sciences, Islamic Azad University, Science and Research Branch.
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experience studying Israel, the researcher tested the
hypothesis that the ideological beliefs of warring parties
lead them to use human beings, particularly women, as
human shields to advance their political objectives. The
dependent variables of the study, from Israel’s perspective,
were its permanent presence in the occupied territories, and
from Hamas® perspective, the destruction and
disappearance of Israel. The research method employed
was content analysis, utilizing sources such as articles,
books, interviews, and systematic observation of legal-
political events and trends in the region, in addition to
scientific collaboration with experts in the field.

Keywords: Women, Gaza, Israel, Hamas, Conflicts,
Human Rights, Humanitarian Rights.
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Social Peace and Social Reform

Mohammad Mehdi Mojahedi'

In the field of peace studies, the prevailing security-
oriented perspective on the concept of peace is rooted in
political realism. According to this viewpoint, peace is
considered merely as one potential outcome in the
equilibrium of power dynamics, which is not always
inherently desirable or stable. This perspective, often
characterized by a populist and quasi-democratic approach,
asserts that peace becomes desirable and acceptable only
when a specific equilibrium is achieved in power
dynamics. This equilibrium is, in turn, established when
dominant forces can elicit satisfactory compliance or
expedient adaptation from subordinate and non-rule-
seeking forces, thereby maintaining, expanding, and
leveraging their effective influence. Contrary to this realist
perspective, social peace, particularly emphasizing the
active participation of marginalized groups, including
women, challenges populist and pseudo-democratic
interpretations. Within the framework of realist peace, the
central theme revolves around security, which stems from
the balance of power. Consequently, the actions of
subordinate and rule-avoiding forces in establishing social

PhD in Political Science and Assistant Professor at the Research !
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies. Email:
mm.mojahedi@gmail.com.
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peace are always looked at with suspicion and are subject
to scrutiny by the ruling forces. This paper sought to argue
two main points: (1) how the empowerment of women can
hasten the realization of social peace and redefine it with
new dimensions; and (2) why achieving social peace,
particularly through women’s empowerment, necessitates
initial social reform.

Keywords: Social Peace, Securitization, Women’s Active
Agency, Social Reform, Demagogy.
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Women’s Rights, the United Nations, and
Peace-Building Initiatives

Mahboubeh Ghorbani'

The issue of women’s rights is a crucial aspect of human
rights, necessitating extensive and coordinated efforts to
attain gender equality and eradicate discrimination. With
the establishment of the United Nations in 1945, the
pursuit of human rights, including the assertion of basic
human rights and the equal rights of men and women,
became a primary goal. Member states were called upon to
collaborate in achieving these objectives. To heighten
government sensitivity and attention, the 8" of March was
designated as the United Nations Day for Women’s Rights
and International Peace, and 25 November was declared
the International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women. Historically, the mistreatment and
inequality faced by women worldwide reflected the
disregard on the part of human societies. However, the
establishment of the United Nations and the efforts of
global peacemakers have led to effective measures to
reassert women’s rights. With 193 member states, six main
organs, and numerous subsidiary bodies and specialized

' Law Master's student, Faculty of Humanities, Islamic Azad
University, West Branch, Tehran, Iran. Email:
Mahboubehghorbani28@gmail.com
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agencies, the United Nations plays a pivotal role in human
life. Accordingly, extensive research is required to examine
the United Nations’ activism and impact in today’s
dynamic and uncertain international system, as well as how
its peace-building initiatives contribute to the advancement
of women’s rights globally. Women, constituting half the
population of human societies, are now posing a significant
and sensitive challenge for all international, regional, and
domestic institutions. The present research hypothesizes
that, through global programs aimed at enhancing women’s
rights, the United Nations and its peace-building initiatives
can substantially improve women’s status worldwide. The
study utilized the library method, United Nations reports,
and other sources. By endorsing wvalid international
documents, establishing specialized women’s institutions,
and convening international conferences on women, the
United Nations has played a dynamic role in bolstering the
gender approach and setting norms in the political,
economic, and social spheres. To promote women’s rights
and eliminate discrimination, the Organization has
proposed peace-building initiatives at the global level, like
convening international conferences and launching
working groups to advocate for women’s rights in
countries, collaborating with non-governmental
organizations and government institutions, and taking
action to enhance education and awareness for women, as
well as promoting their professional and economic
advancement, gender equality in the workplace, and
safeguarding women’s rights in domestic laws and
regulations. These programs have the potential to
significantly improve women’s conditions all around the
world.
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Keywords: Women’s Rights, United Nations, Peace-
Building Initiatives, Gender Equality.
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The Use of Artificial Intelligence in
Establishing Social Peace in the Field of
Women

Ali Asghar Davoudi!

Social peace is a way of social life in which relationships
based on mutual respect, justice, cooperation and solidarity
are established between people, and peace and tranquility
for all members (both men and women) through the correct
and non-violent resolution of disputes. providing basic
needs and creating equal opportunities for growth and
promotion as well as gender justice. In this sense, social
peace is not only limited to the absence of war and
violence, but rather refers to the creation of a stable and
peaceful environment for the growth and development of
all members of society. Unfortunately, in our society, half
of its population, that is, women; They suffer from
inequality, discrimination and injustice, establishing social
peace in the above sense seems difficult, if not impossible.
Undoubtedly, the use of appropriate tools and mechanisms
can help us achieve this goal. Today, the use of the
evolving technology of artificial intelligence has put
human life on the threshold of a great transformation, a
technology that seeks to extract patterns and knowledge
from data and use them to solve problems, make better
decisions, and ultimately increase the efficiency of systems

" Member of the Faculty of Political Science, Islamic Azad University,
Mashhad Branch.
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in solving problems. complex and improve the quality of
service and user experience. The question that this article
explores is to what extent this new technology can serve to
achieve social peace in the field of women? The proposed
hypothesis is that artificial intelligence, as a new and
powerful technology, can play an important role in
establishing social peace in the field of women and create
new possibilities for improving the status of women in
society. In this article, using the method of thematic
analysis, the opinions of experts in the field of technology
and women's rights have been analyzed. The findings of
the article show that artificial intelligence technology can
analyze data and identify weaknesses, increase awareness
and promote education, communication and networking,
resolve disputes and facilitate negotiations, manage
resources and financial support, interact with international
organizations, transfer experiences and successful projects
in The field of women should help to establish social peace
in this field.

Keywords: Gender Equality, Women's Rights, Social
Peace, Artificial Intelligence.
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The Future, Opportunities and Threats Facing
Iranian Women

Mohadese Jazaee!

When discussing women and gender, there is often a focus
on the shortcomings, oppressions, and limitations, and
Iranian women’s achievements and slow progress in
fulfilling their demands are generally overlooked. This
unbalanced view, which portrays women as always
deprived, passive, rejected, repressed, and hindered
creatures leads to the loss of their future and opportunities.
Accordingly, and drawing on previous studies about the
future perspective of women’s status in the world
(Millennium Project-2017), this paper aims to address the
question of what opportunities and threats are facing
Iranian women. The rapid growth and changes in human
societies due to the emergence of new technologies,
especially new generations of Al, have provided a wide
window to look into the future, facilitating our access to
existing or future opportunities. According to the research
conducted so far and the scenarios planned for women’s
status in the future, the following factors can be considered
as key drivers for change in Iranian society: Tertiary and
other forms of education, and growth of the private
economy, individualism, public awareness, and mass

' Assistant Professor, Faculty of Governance, University of Tehran.
Email: jazaeel366(@gmail.com.
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communication networks. While it is important to have an
optimistic focus on opportunities, it is also crucial not to
ignore threats. The present paper aims to consider both the
opportunities and threats facing Iranian women in the
fields of education, economy, politics, and society.

Keywords: Future Studies, Slow Progress, Women,
Scenario Writing, Artificial Intelligence (Al).
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Social Media Networks, Peace, and Women

Zahra Nejadbahram!

In the 21 century, virtual social networks and new media
offer a wunique opportunity to promote women’s
participation and socialization. These platforms have
played a key role in raising awareness among women
worldwide, offering easy access, affordability, and a
widespread reach, while also providing a space for active
communication and knowledge sharing. The impact of
these networks has been transformative, influencing
attitudes, behaviors, and the development of a collective
identity. They have created a global space for women to
exchange experiences, gain education and awareness, and
form a collective identity, which is often lacking in
traditional social spheres. The rise of new media on virtual
networks has provided a platform for women to address
common challenges such as ongoing tensions,
environmental issues, and economic and military crises,
which target women in the first place. By leveraging these
networks, women have been able to bring attention to these
issues and seek solutions. The present study employs a
library approach, drawing on previous research, and adopts
a qualitative and interpretative paradigm to explore the
potential for women to contribute to global peace through
these communication networks. The central question of

T Researcher and PhD in Political Science. Email:
mnejadbahramster@gmail.com
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this paper is whether women, through their engagement in
these communication networks, can play a role in
achieving global peace. Given that networking, sharing
experiences, and seeking practical solutions are essential
for realizing peace, and women possess these capabilities,
they have learned, amidst the challenges of violence caused
by crises, tensions and conflicts, that the key to addressing
the issue of violence is in the hands of the objects of
violence.

Keywords: New Media, Social Networks, Common
Lifeworld, Peace, Women, Violence.
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Globalization of Culture and Society Through
New Technologies and Its Impact on Reducing
Violence Against Women

Abbasqoli Ansari!
Fariba Rezaei®

The issue of violence against women can be approached
from the perspective of the United Nations, which defines
it as any act of violence rooted in gender differences,
resulting in physical, sexual, or psychological harm, or the
potential for such harm. Acknowledging that cyberviolence
against women and girls is as detrimental as physical
violence, it is crucial to recognize that women are among
the primary victims of violence globally. As societies,
technology, and communication become  more
interconnected, the landscape of violent acts against
women has evolved into various forms. Mitigating
violence across all levels necessitates the development of
pathways towards achieving social peace. Consequently,
establishing a global consensus to pave the way forward
becomes imperative. As the global village nears full
realization, it becomes essential for individuals to attain a
new type of literacy called media literacy. While the digital

" Faculty member of Takestan Azad University, Iran.
2 Member of the Central Council and head of the legal office of the
Women's Human Rights Protection Society, Iran.
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environment presents a double-edged sword in the form of
media, it also offers an opportunity to challenge the
simplistic portrayal of women’s rights violations by
sharing experiences and clarifying the nuances of violence.
Undoubtedly, the expansion of cyberspace and the
increased ease of access to it play a significant role in
broadening the fight against violence against women and
curtailing its prevalence. In this context, the commitment
of governments, which oversee and regulate this space,
becomes a critical factor in articulating a path towards
social justice and removing barriers to its realization.
Moreover, it is vital to comprehend the undeniable reality
of the emergence of new forms of human communication
within societies, which are rapidly evolving in both
traditional and modern settings, presenting a new facet of
human life to the world.

Keywords: Social Peace, Violence against Women, New
Technologies, Global Village.
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The Impact of New Technologies on
Women's Political Abilities

Seyed Zahra Mousavi!

As one of the most vital and effective factors in the
formation of future societies, new technologies exert a
profound and swift impact that defies imagination. The
advancements have disrupted established social and
traditional norms during recent decades, creating new
avenues for political, social, and economic empowerment.
They have also facilitated the empowerment of minority

" PhD Candidate in International Relations, Islamic Azad University,
Shahrood Branch. Email: musavisz2002@yahoo.com.
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groups from geographical, racial, and gender perspectives.
Notably, women have increasingly engaged in diverse
spheres—social, economic, and political—previously
dominated by men. This shift can be attributed, in large
part, to the blurring of gender boundaries by new
technologies, which have created equal opportunities for
all individuals, irrespective of gender, enabling anyone to
attain a suitable position through effort and training.
Throughout history, while recognizing women’s needs,
men have had a positive attitude towards their capabilities
and held a superior position in securing and maintaining
their power and status. Conversely, women have often
been indifferent or undervalued in terms of their
capabilities and the needs of men. Given the unique and
unpredictable impact of new technologies on all aspects of
human life, it is foreseeable that women will develop a
more positive attitude towards their capabilities. This paper
seeks to explore how modern technologies, with their
transformative potential, can enable women to maintain
their biological characteristics while becoming positive and
inspirational models in political participation, ultimately
achieving positions of political leadership equal to men.

Keywords: New technologies, Women, Gender, Political
leadership, Political participation.
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Women’s Social Resilience: A Step Towards
Social Peace

Shadi Nasrollahzadeh Shalchi!

Social resilience, the ability of a community to deal with
societal and political pressures and crises, stands as a
pivotal and formidable concern in contemporary societies.
The potential for resilience within a society offers the
promise of attaining sustainability and fostering social
peace. Despite its significance, the social resilience of
women in Iran has received scant scholarly attention.
Consequently, this study seeks to address the gap through
qualitative research, drawing on the insights of William
Neil Adger. The central inquiry of this research revolves
around the conditions underpinning the social resilience of
disabled Iranian women and its impact on social peace.
The hypothesis posits that bolstering women’s social
resilience hinges on fortifying their social capital,
enhancing levels of political and social engagement, and
dismantling cultural and gender stereotypes. It is believed
that if these three variables are cultivated to a certain
degree among women, their social resilience will be
fortified, thereby steering society towards social peace. The
research  findings substantiate the aforementioned
hypothesis; however, they also highlight impediments such
as patriarchal laws, legal inequalities, women’s limited
representation in the labour market, the simultaneity of

' Women’s Studies Researcher and Master’s degree in International
Relations. Email: shalchishadi@gmail.com.
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women’s multiple roles and responsibilities, and the
weakness of women’s social networks. Consequently,
achieving social harmony in such circumstances appears to
be a formidable challenge.

Keywords: Resilience, Women, Social peace, Social
Capital, Gender-Cultural Stereotypes.
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Women’s Role in Sustainable Development

Ulviyye Sanili Aydin'

Women play a crucial role in societies worldwide, taking
on responsibilities such as childbirth, which ensures
population continuity, as well as contributing to economic
growth and the satisfaction of basic human needs, like food
and care. Empowering women is thus essential for social
prosperity and peace. As UN Sustainable Development
Goals can only be achieved through establishing a close
link among the political, economic, social, and
environmental issues, focused attention to women is

Department of Political Science and International Relations, Manisa !
Celal Bayar University, Turkey. Email: ulviyye.aydin@cbu.edu.tr.
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critical in the world today. By leveraging the potential of
the female population, countries can increase economic
growth, reduce poverty, improve social well-being, and
contribute to sustainable development. This study aims to
analyze women’s integral and natural role in the process of
achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals, with a
focus on finding better ways and tools to optimize their
economic, social, and environmental impact.

Keywords: Climate Change, Environment, Social Peace,
Sustainable Development, Women.



bl a5 (55 Gisad e .;

S8 jo dileoygls Uy (o 8l i O yg
clos 385 g oSl juuti b 295Uy (990l

. ‘
.

\ o .
251 04

OIERg5 Sl ol sk a4 Glupl sloasy Glpear @Bl s
Sl (gogtn 5 (ol Slae il Doz 55) G M (SR
el s S Az 1) sol8l gl ynis (Soi> g SUS| any a5
oSS pdy Goi> don 0 3l (oeldl slagl oy a4 g Wloo yip o
bla om0 diliaygls adlate 4l @ Jla b oS o
5l lasely 5 ol 039y @Bl s 51 LB6 Gl pln o dss
g wad b (ole (JSis alexl wibie cpl o @Bl o
25 Db |y dilate ol poye Sy dse (Sl 5 a5,
Gl eo,Sal, Bl 5> glo)ls dihie ol wed s3ls 3 L

Ol Sliniss psle axly of3T olKils Walloyns Goi oyl caolids S gozmils !
Daneshvar.shohreh@yahoo.com

V¥


mailto:Daneshvar.shohreh@yahoo.com

-
"
o
e

e i Sz )0 el oS 5 AU lasaly wats 5l S ol
L ol Comen 5l (cow g0 a5 415 a5 Ll 5l caily valgss ol
A0 Gt Gpdicaml da 355 (S ell paino o S S
Caladl g L a5 s )58 el )3 el 55 olymg] (gla s
slacz Wb by Mol sbaplejle 5 b jsls slacdgs sl
2 aboyls 05 R BlUE 4 sl oS K oy s
gho Gy )0 RS G el azg i Ol ol b sk,
e 81| anll clae sladilye 51 &S i a5 aile jo eelets]
(ooleizl Sl 5 ool el i Boi> Cule; 5l Cazmo ojlsen
25 5 eyp 4k bSTEal al lwl (S bz 5 615 Sl
Sao)yd 9y Sy Al cnlpli o)ls aliee 93 cnl Glee bl ) 4 yiice
5 o dbaie p 2leagol sloyei Lok BT e)lal b el
(otloizl mlo dis b T BLsjl 5 Sl glaphidl 5 o) Sal, ol
ailee ol dibaie ;o () (S Bl 58y T v ey Gy il &
cdlas 4 olis 5 lgpg] i b )by, Slaal Giw 4 Wl oo
oS Sl (nl gy b B ey cnl 4 Gl 5o TS ST (ol
—ol i b allie lagsb 5 leanld jo (U5 cote 5 Jub oS Lt
ol coge il gls adhis o el8l Cllae 5l Cules g lgng
i slpilly boasbs) lr Slile 5 sl glagardlys
oy e glie Copoe dgp 4 b Sl S9doe (cenld]



T O Ty X DP .;

5 izl g pdyBlhasl )l 5 cun )y a5l Cbla> Ko )8 zg 5

5 9 o5 Sl S5 Gegi onl el (g, 09 oo e (golaidl

ool CJlae

Y\#



The Importance of Middle Eastern Women’s
Role in Collaborating on Climate Change and
Achieving Climate Justice

Shohreh Daneshvar!

Climate change is widely regarded as the most pressing
challenge facing the world today. Climate justice
prioritizes the moral and legal dimensions of this
phenomenon over its purely environmental aspects and
views climate crises through the lens of human rights. The
Middle East is particularly vulnerable to the effects of
climate change, with drought, dehydration, extreme heat,
and increased fine dust and air pollution severely
impacting the lives of its people. Therefore, to prevent
further consequences and achieve climate justice, the
region has no other choice but to develop solutions. Given
that women, making up about half the world’s population,
are often more vulnerable to the effects of climate change,
gender considerations must be taken into account in policy-
making and actions by Middle Eastern governments and
international organizations and Middle-Eastern women’s
role in dealing with the crisis should receive more
attention. Accordingly, the paper explores the relationship
between social peace and climate justice, highlighting the
importance of respecting human rights and ensuring social,
professional, and environmental freedom and security. The

MA Student in International Law, Islamic Azad University, Science '
and Research Branch, Tehran. Email: daneshvar.shohreh@yahoo.com.
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role of women in dealing with climate change in the
Middle East is also examined, with a focus on their
managerial power and capacity to promote environmental
preservation and human rights. Finally, the paper has
concluded by proposing necessary solutions to address the
climate-driven crises through a regional cooperation
framework.

Keywords: Climate Change, Human Rights, Middle East,
Social Peace, Climate Justice
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Women’s Experiences and Social Peace in
Africa: A Case Study of the Women for Peace
Platform in Casamance

Mohammad Reza Dehshiri’

This paper explores the role of women-centred platforms,
associations, social and cultural institutions, and
entrepreneurs in coordinating and optimizing African
women’s efforts to prevent conflicts and establish social
peace and security in Africa, with a special focus on the
Women for Peace Platform (PFPC). PFPC was launched in
Casamance, southern Senegal, and currently coordinates
approximately 170 women’s associations. The initiative
aims to address the negative consequences of Senegal’s
civil war in the early 21st century and promote social peace
in the region. It harnesses the collective energy,
capabilities, and experiences of women to develop
effective solutions for addressing the aftermath of past
crises and managing family and inter-village conflicts in
Casamance. The platform also prioritizes women’s
education, awareness-raising, and entrepreneurship to
promote a peace-oriented mindset and guide women

' Professor of Political Science, Faculty of International Relations,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tehran, Iran.
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towards productive employment, thereby empowering
them to play a constructive role in Senegalese society.
Furthermore, the platform underscores the potential of
women’s movements in resolving crises and rebuilding
society in the post-conflict era, offering a humanitarian
response to assist victims of armed conflicts. It engages in
convening activities like roundtable conferences, and
petitions, requesting presidential, parliamentary, and
municipal candidates to address women’s issues in their
plans, and organizing large national and regional events to
advocate for peace in Ziguinchor and amplify the voices of
Casamance women in the pursuit of sustainable social
peace to Senegalese politicians and regional institutions
like ECOWAS.

Keywords: Women, Senegal, Social Peace, Casamance,
Post-Conflict Management.
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Empowerment and Political Participation of
Women in Russia: Discourses and Strategies

Seyed Asadollah Athari!
Aref Bijan?

This paper delves into an analysis of the strategies and
public discourses surrounding women’s leadership and
political participation at various management levels in
contemporary Russia. Over 30 years after the dissolution of
the Soviet Union, the role of women in political activity
and decision-making processes is still a contentious issue
for democratic progress in post-communist Russia. The
unequal representation of women and men in the Russian
Federation offers crucial insights into gender relations and
equality within modern Russian society, highlighting that
the issue remains unresolved. The persistent low levels of
women’s participation in political decision-making since
1991 have significant implications for Russia’s political
culture and broader society, despite the country’s high
human potential and gender development indicators.
Although Russia boasts high human potential and gender
development indicators, the advancement of women in
politics and top management levels remains low, with the
population subject to prejudices against women and their

' Faculty Member at Islamic Azad University, Takestan Branch, and
Chairman of the Board of Directors in the Iranian Association for West
Asian Studies. Email: athary.asadolah@yahoo.com.

2 PhD in Regional Studies from St. Petersburg State University,
Russia, and Director of the War and Peace Department, Iranian
Association for West Asian Studies. Email:
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societal roles. Investigating the psychological factors and
mechanisms that hinder women’s support across various
fields of activity is crucial for understanding the lack of
positive changes and reducing societal inequality. This
study aims to address the factors and conditions
influencing women’s political participation and the
continued low representation of women in the Russian
parliament and executive structure. The findings reveal that
several factors contribute to the lack of active participation
of Russian women at different levels. Firstly, gender
differences in political socialization weaken women’s
motivation to take part in political activities. Secondly, the
uneven distribution of resources between men and women
limits women’s political possibilities. Thirdly, certain
characteristics of women’s lives, such as childcare and
housekeeping responsibilities, are considered obstacles to
their political involvement, while men are viewed as
political managers. Finally, discrimination manifested
through reluctance to grant key positions in party
organizations and government bodies to women, as well as
the prevalence of traditional gender stereotypes, fosters
mistrust towards women in politics. This paper also
endeavors to examine discourses related to political
activism, the identity of women politicians, and the
understanding of women’s roles in the post-communist
transition, shedding light on the challenges and
complexities surrounding women’s political participation
in contemporary Russia.

Keywords: Gender System Justification, Sexism, Women
Politicians, Feminism, Political Participation, Gender
Inequality.
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A Comparative Study of Women and Social
Peace in Iran, Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia
(2012-2022)

Atefeh Darabzadeh'!

Utilizing a historical institutionalism approach and
acknowledging the significant influence that political
constructs and their ontological priorities can have on
various social issues, this study delves into the internal
dynamics of political institutions in Iran, Afghanistan, and
Saudi Arabia with a specific focus on women’s issues. The
central question of the paper is to examine how the
political developments in the years 2012-2022 in these
three countries have impacted the status of women and
gender disparities within their respective societies. The
hypothesis under scrutiny posits that in Iran, the
government’s heterogeneous policies, despite decades of
political stability, have paradoxically taken an authoritarian
stance on women’s affairs. This has resulted in a notable
increase in women’s access to education and employment,
ultimately giving rise to transformative and radical social
movements centered around women’s issues. In
Afghanistan, the lack of the foundations for the

" PhD in Political Science from University of Tehran, Iran.
Email: atefedarabzade@ut.ac.ir.
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establishment of a national government and three decades
of political instability have deepened gender gaps, leading
to increased violence against women and heightened
demands for basic rights. In contrast, the conservative, top-
down developments in Saudi Arabia have initiated steps to
reduce gender gaps, alleviating the need for radical
changes on the part of women. As a result, while women in
Iran and Afghanistan continue their social struggle to
redefine their role in society, albeit at varying levels, Saudi
Arabia lacks a genuine women’s movement as the
government is preoccupied with rethinking the issue. This
paper explores the mutual dynamics between government
policies and women’s movements in three countries within
the framework of institutionalist studies in development
literature and based on the theoretical literature of good
governance. The research method employed was
qualitative, utilizing a descriptive-historical narrative
approach. Comparative analyses relied on causal reasoning
and first-hand quantitative and qualitative data to provide
insights into the dynamics being studied.

Keywords: Women, Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Iran,
Government, Good Governance.
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Analyzing the Impact of Poverty and Dispeace
in the Society on the Lives of Afghan Women

Atena Gholam Niaramy'

Poverty and dispeace in society are two categories very
influential on women’s lives, especially in traditional,
vulnerable, and less developed societies. Afghanistan is a
traditional and less developed society where women’s
lifeworld is negatively affected by political instability,
economic poverty, social insecurity, and gender apartheid.
The rights of women, especially in the last two years under
the Taliban’s rule, have been in a critical state, with
poverty, instability, insecurity, and the lack of social peace
leading to detrimental consequences. This paper aims to
examine the impact of poverty and social dispeace in
Afghan society on the lives of Afghan women. Research
data was collected through the documentary method and
analyzed using the qualitative method outlined in Strauss
and Corbin’s Grounded Theory. The findings of the study
show that, despite efforts during the republic period to
enhance the status of women, the Taliban era has presented
numerous challenges to women’s socio-economic standing,
which are rooted in the poverty and dispeace prevalent in
Afghan society. The societal patrimonial structure and the
Taliban’s extremist religious discourse have deprived
Afghan women of their fundamental human rights. The

" PhD in Sociology, Researcher in Social Studies and West Asian
Women’s Studies, Tehran, Iran. Email: atenaniaramy@gmail.com.
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paper has also delved into the cultural, educational,
economic, and gender barriers, as well as security
challenges, hindering women’s social participation in
Afghanistan. Furthermore, the present study has
thoroughly  investigated these issues and their
repercussions. The results underscore the adverse impacts
of poverty and social dispeace on the well-being of Afghan
women.

Keywords: Women, Poverty, Dispeace, Gender
Discrimination, Taliban discourse.
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Feasibility of Women’s Involvement in
Realizing Perpetual Peace in West Asia

Ebrahim Meraji'

The central element shaping the relations within West Asia
is identity. Ethnic, linguistic, and religious identities play
pivotal roles in shaping social phenomena in the region and
represent various types of relationships, from friendship to
enmity. Among the wide range of ancient identities in the
region, gender identity stands out as an exception, as it has
not individually led to pragmatic and trend-generating
actions. The region’s thousand-year-old traditions have
historically acknowledged men’s activism as a given while
leaving little room for women’s social activities. Given that
the realization of Perpetual Peace necessitates active
participation and action by all social groups, including
women, this study aims to examine the feasibility of
achieving it. Today, despite the actual capabilities of
women in the region, their higher education, and their
widespread presence in all social affairs, it appears that the
deep-rooted traditions in West Asian countries do not
allow for discourses that shape women’s identity, and no

" Faculty Member, Faculty of Political Sciences, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran Branch; Head of the Department of American
Studies, Iranian Association for West Asian Studies. Email:
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change in this regard can be envisioned in the foreseeable
future.

Keywords: Realization of perpetual peace, West Asia,
Women, Identity.
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The Istanbul Convention and Violence Against
Women in Turkey

Hanieh Panahlou!
Zahra Sadat Firouzi?

According to the United Nations, violence against women
and girls encompasses any form of gender-based violence
resulting in physical, sexual, or psychological harm or
suffering. Threats to do such acts, coercion, or arbitrary
deprivation of liberty, whether in public or private spheres,
are also considered similarly. These forms of violence are
not confined to familial settings but also pervade society
and are often overlooked by authorities. Behind such forms
of violence, there are societal male primacies and the
inequality of rights of men and women. The 2011
ratification of the Council of Europe’s Istanbul Convention
by 47 nations, including Turkey, marked a significant step
in this respect but in 2021, President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan opted to withdraw from the convention.
Subsequent to this decision and according to the data
published from the program to eliminate violence against
women, there has been a surge in the cases of violence
against women. The question to be addressed is how this

" Master’s degree student in Turkish Studies, Faculty of World Studies,
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upsurge correlates with Turkey’s withdrawal from the
Istanbul Convention. The study hypothesizes that owing to
the government’s diminished emphasis on the issue,
women have avoided seeking legal recourse, thereby
emboldening men to commit more violence. Following
Donald Dutton’s theory underscoring the multifaceted
nature of anger, this study aims to explore the interplay of
individual, environmental, cultural, and social factors
contributing to anger. Through comparative analysis of
statistics, the research has sought to illuminate the
repercussions of Turkey’s withdrawal from the Istanbul
Convention and elucidate the factors driving the escalation
of violence against women.

Keywords: Women, Violence, Injury, Istanbul
Convention, Turkey.
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A Pathological Investigation of Violence
Against Women’s Fundamental Rights
in the West Asia and the Requirements for
Positive Social Peacemaking

Fatemeh Soleimani Pourlak!

The realization of women’s fundamental rights,
encompassing civil, political, economic, and socio-cultural
rights, is a significant concern for scholars, activists, and
organizations active in the field. In West Asian Muslim
societies, women face particularly severe violations of their
fundamental rights. In addition to enduring various forms
of discrimination and violence throughout history, women
in this region have also been deeply affected by large-scale
and devastating civil conflicts in recent decades, with the
conflicts mainly stemming from the rise of terrorist and
extremist groups. Reports of the widespread violations of
women’s rights in this conflict-ridden environment are
deeply troubling to the global community. In traditional
West Asian societies, women are subjected to various
forms of violence resulting from war and have historically
faced discrimination within the framework of prevailing
teachings, social norms, and socialization patterns. This
paper aims to analyze the barriers to the realization of

" Faculty Member, Department of Political Science, Islamic Azad
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women’s fundamental rights in Muslim societies of West
Asia from a pathological perspective and to identify the
necessary steps to overcome these barriers and restore
women’s involvement in positive social peacemaking
processes. The central questions at hand are the factors that
have impeded the realization of women’s fundamental
rights in West Asian countries and the possible
compensatory strategies which can be employed to address
the issue. The study hypothesizes that traditional socio-
cultural structures and patriarchal political systems are the
primary obstacles to the achievement of women’s
fundamental rights in West Asian countries. Utilizing a
descriptive-analytical approach and drawing on the
methodology of historical sociology, the research has
examined the patterns of discrimination and violence
against women. The findings indicate that women in the
Muslim societies of West Asia have been subjected to
various forms of historical and contemporary structural
violence from both within and outside of their societies.
The most crucial step in addressing this normative
deviation is implementing structural changes, thereby
dismantling the foundations of violence and discrimination
against women to achieve a positive sense of peace. In this
context, one can observe the role of women in promoting
positive social peacemaking.

Keywords: Women, West Asia, Social Peace, Positive
Peace, Violence.
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The Prospect of Human Security, Women,
and Peace in West Asia

Maryam Khaleghinezhad'

The introduction of the doctrine of human security in 1994
established a new approach to human welfare and security.
A core tenet of this doctrine is the prioritization of women
and children during times of crisis and conflict. However,
in some West Asian countries experiencing conflicts due to
geographical, cultural, and ethnic factors as well as
disputes over energy resources and foreign interference,
national, regional, and state security tend to overshadow
human security concerns, reducing their importance to the
lowest levels. This situation is unlikely to facilitate high
levels of human security and peace in West Asia, given
that attentiveness to human security, as registered by
UNESCO, is a paramount principle in any peacemaking
process. Therefore, this paper examines issues relating to
the status of women, human security, and peace in West
Asia. The central research question asks: To what extent

T Secretary, Department of Cultural Diplomacy, Art, and Cinema,
Iranian Association for West Asian Studies; Secretary, Department of
Book and Peace, Iran Peace Studies Scientific Association (IPSAN).
Email: khaleghinezhad.m@gmail.com.
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have components of human security been realized for
women in West Asia? The paper hypothesizes that various
influences such as energy, technology, nuclear weapons,
regional terrorism, challenges of nation-state building, and
similar issues have diverted attention away from human
security, especially regarding women. Continuing this
trend and failing to adequately consider women’s human
security could obstruct increases in peace and human
development, which will lead to frustrations or threats.

Keywords: Human Security, West Asia, Peace, Women,
Development.
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The presence of women on the

battlefield (a case study of Israel)

Ehsan Ejazi!

Throughout history, women have been a symbol of peace,
compassion, emotions, and pacifism. Although feminists
may challenge the correctness of this statement, the direct
presence of men and the indirect presence of women in
most wars has caused men to be labeled as symbols of
violence and women as symbols of kindness. Nevertheless,
in the 2lst century, the presence of women on the
battlefields has become a crucial issue in the strategy of
great powers in the world. Whether the world's armies can
use female soldiers on the battlefield has become a
challenge for military commanders. Israel employs women
on the battlefield without fear. In this regard, the question
of this article is: What factors have caused some
governments, such as the Israeli regime, to deploy women
on the battlefield? The hypothesis of the research is that the
survival of the regime and the lack of military officers has
led Israel to abandon the gender policy in the recruitment

" PhD in International Relations, Gilan University and director of the
Israel and Palestine Department of the Iranian Association for West
Asian Studies
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of soldiers and call men and women to serve in the army.
The findings suggest that the security needs, such as the
necessity of survival, and the expansionist policy have
forced this regime, regardless of its social harm, to ignore
the idea of women's pacifism. Meanwhile, the 8200 elite
intelligence unit of the Israeli army sends its female
combat soldiers to carry out operations in the territory of
other countries. It can be concluded, therefore, that the
need to survive in the international arena and the adoption
of a warmongering policy can force governments to send
women to the battlefields by ignoring the social role of
women. This research is conducted through the qualitative
method of assessing documents and laws related to the
military forces in Israel.

Keywords: war, women, pacifism, violence, Israel.
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Reforms in the Field of Women: Saudi Arabia’s
Efforts to Achieve Peace-Oriented Development

Ali Akbar Asadi'
Hossein Amirabadi Farahani?

Since 2016, with King Salman’s rise to power in Saudi
Arabia, a new era of governance and politics has begun in
the country. So significant are the reforms made under the
leadership of Mohammad bin Salman that the history of
this country can be divided into the pre- and post-2016
periods. The social reforms in Saudi Arabia, particularly in
relation to women, have been unprecedented and
widespread. Women in Saudi Arabia now enjoy increased
rights and opportunities, such as the right to drive, access
to stadiums, expanded job prospects, the ability to travel
abroad without a male companion, and the opportunity to
hold high-level management and political positions. They
also have the freedom to engage in artistic activities like
music and have an increased social presence. These
reforms have brought about irreversible changes for
women in Saudi Arabia, and the outlook for the future
suggests that the reforms will continue to expand. Various
reasons have been attributed to Saudi Arabia’s new
approach towards women by researchers and political
activists around the world. These include improvements in
human rights indicators, a desire to avoid criticism from
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the West, the prevention of social unrest, extensive media
advertising, and increased legitimacy of the ruling body in
the country. However, a conceptual framework is needed
to fully understand the issue. This paper aims to address
the question of how the reforms in the field of women in
Saudi Arabia can be explained and analyzed. It is argued
that for Saudi Arabia to achieve social and economic
development, it needs to establish peace both within the
country and internationally, in various forms. Reforms in
the field of women are seen as essential for the
establishment of peace, particularly “positive peace,” and
the Saudi government, as a development-oriented entity,
has prioritized the expansion of peace in the realm of
women. This paper utilized an analytical-explanatory
method to answer the research question, with the collection
of necessary data through the use of library and statistical
methods.

Keywords: Reforms, Development, Women, Positive
Peace, Saudi Arabia.
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A Historical and Comparative Study of the
Evolution of Women’s Rights in Contemporary
Iran and Russia: The Impacts of Social and
Political Factors

Lana Ravandi-Fadai'

A comparison and study of the evolution of women’s rights
in Iran and Russia reveals the complex and fascinating
impact of social and political factors on the history and
culture of these societies. This paper aims to explore the
significant social and political factors that have influenced
the evolution of women’s rights in both countries and to
compare their impacts. The hypothesis posits that the
evolution of women’s rights in Iran and Russia has been
shaped by different social and political variables. This
study will illustrate the differences and similarities in the
history of women’s rights evolution in the two countries
and demonstrate the influence of social and political
factors on these changes. The research findings indicate
that in Russia, women gained equal rights with men
following the Socialist Revolution of 1917. This led to the
recognition of laws granting women the right to vote, equal
property rights, abortion rights, and equal rights in divorce,
which significantly impacted women’s employment and
social success. In Iran, the evolution of women’s rights

" PhD in history and senior researcher at Oriental Studies, Russia.
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began during the Pahlavi era and continued after the
Islamic Revolution. While each period had its challenges,
such as the mandatory unveiling of women during Reza
Shah’s reign and changes in family laws after the Islamic
Revolution, Iranian women have made significant progress
and achievements in the post-revolution period.

Keywords: Women'’s rights, Iran, Russia, 1917
Revolution, 1979 Revolution.
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The False Agenda of Modern
Feminism

Victoria Arakelova!

The feminist subculture has become an integral part of the
leftist movement, with women’s issues placed constantly
on the agenda of many left-wing parties and groups, among
other post-modernist popular trends, such as ecology,
minorities’ rights, etc. Appeal to the female audience has
been considered a promising political strategy, given the
fact that women make up the majority of the population in
many countries. Moreover, women’s issues are expected to
highlight numerous negative clichés regularly applied to
traditional societies, regardless of their religious identity.
However, the feminist perspective has been found to be
inconsistent with the reality of women’s status in certain
traditional societies, as evidenced by statistics showing
radical changes in women’s education and professional
involvement in these societies. The gap between feminists’
expectations and reality forced the ideologists of feminism
to radicalize the agenda of the movement, turning it into a
sophisticated political instrument. This paper has analyzed
established clichés that have been erroneously or
purposefully applied to certain traditional societies,
creating false ideas about the role and status of women in
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them. The paper has mainly discussed the cases of Iran and
Armenia.

Keywords: Modern feminism, Women’s Issues, Negative
Clichés, Expectations and Reality, Iran, Armenia.
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