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Reflections on Regional Crisis and State Failure in the
Middle East

Anoushiravan Ehteshami'

From a neoclassical redlist perspective, one might say, in the absence of
great power hegemonic influence (namely the United States) in a penetrated
regional system, disorder can become endemic and the crisis of the state
accordingly intensifies as political regimes struggle to manage regional
interactions with their own limited resources and purview. This arguably is
the predicament of the MENA regional system today. In this environment
the regional system is being subsumed by violence and it is the non-state
actors which have capitalized on state weakness — in Irag, Libya, Syria, and
Yemen — to crush the vestiges of state form in these countries. Non-state
actors are at the same time driving the region away from regionalization. |
would argue that the relative strength of non-state actors lies in regional
incoherence and state competition.
So the process of state failure has had three significant consequences.
Firstly, it has created vast ungovernable spaces in which law and order has
become transactional and administered by local persons, militias, or armed
gangs. In parts of Iraq and Syria, and virtually all of Libya and Yemen
central authority, or one which enjoys the confidence of the people, has
vanished and armed groups with competing agendas and interests have filled
the vacuum. In an environment of ungoverned spaces in which millions of
people find themselves at the mercy of mercenaries with a low tolerance
threshold it becomes virtually impossible to build cooperative bridges across

Arab-magjority spaces of the region. Such large and strategically located

1. Professor of International Relations, Durham University
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ungoverned spaces also provide a permissive environment for unaccountable
non-state actors to wreak havoc. They can unsettle neighbouring states,
agitate their populations and make their borderlands insecure. We see thisin
Tunisia and Egypt in the case of Libya, and aso in the case of Yemen with
regard to Oman and Saudi Arabia. But Israel’s security concerns are partly
fuelled by the ungoverned spacesin Irag and Syriawhich has allowed Iran to
navigate the movement of its own military forces and that of its Shia militias
across international boundaries and to the frontiers of Israel. Further, in the
absence of a recognised and/or effective central authority it becomes
virtually impossible for neighbours and outside parties to negotiate the return
of peace and security to these countries. So the strategic potholes remain
unfilled. The human cost of this situation has been enormous and should be a
stain on regionalsrulers’ image:
“Since 2011 there has been a tragic reversal of the human security gains
achieved in MENA in the preceding two decades, during which time the
proportion of the population living in a state of chronic hunger decreased.
MENA is now the only geopolitical region in the world where the proportion
of the population that is food insecure islarger than what it wasin 1990. The
number of undernourished people increased two-fold between 1990 and
2015, from 16.5 million to 33 million, and by May 2019 had reached 52
million. This increase in hunger has been amost exclusively due to the
ravages of war and acute military conflicts in five countries: Yemen, Syria,
Irag, Sudan, and Libya. The Mashreq sub-region, MENA’s most populous
one, is home to more than 44 million undernourished people, who constitute
85% of MENA's food insecure population. Irag, Syria, Yemen, and Sudan
have hunger ratesthat are among the highest in the world. Syria's

humanitarian crisisis the worst since World War 11. Y emen has been pushed
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to the brink of famine unseen for 100 years, according to the UN, and its
humanitarian emergency is expected to continue through early 2020".[i]

The macroeconomic damage has been staggering. According to the
International Monetary Fund, “Syria's 2016 GDP, for example, is estimated
to be less than half its 2010 preconflict level. Y emen lost an estimated 25 to
35 percent of its GDP in 2015 alone, while in Libya — where dependence on
oil has made growth extremely volatile — GDP fell by 24 percent in 2014 as
violence picked up”.[ii] By 2018, the civil war had cost Syria a shocking
$388 hillion, according to the UN’s regional agency.[iii] The cost to the
Arab region as a whole is probably over $800 billion, excluding the
opportunity costs of productive activity. Societies, thus, have been crushed
under the weight of the crisis of the state: As many as 35 million people have
had to flee their homes between 2010 and 2016.[iv] By 2016, 55 percent of
Syria's population had been internally displaced or had left the country; in
Yemen 20 million people required urgent humanitarian assistance; and in
2015 there were 20 million displaced persons in the region and some 15
million refugees. The destruction of physical capital, infrastructure and
productive assets runs into billions of dollars. Stock of housing, transport
infrastructure, ports and bridges, schools, hospitals, recreationa spaces, and
agricultural land and crops have al been damaged to such a significant
extent in the failing Arab states that it is not only hindering the recovery of
the local economies, but is also preventing inter-state trade and cross-border
networks to function.

Secondly, state failure has raised the prospects of demise of some key
states as currently constituted, which has invited intervention by neighbours
and outside powers. We have seen the consegquences of this problem very
clearly in Irag, Syriaand Yemen. In Irag, Iran and Tehran-sponsored militias

took control of vast tracts of Iraqgi territory in their fight against the Islamic
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State in central Irag, and indeed shared these ungoverned spaces with the US
military and its allies on the ground. Much of Iragi territory is now the
security playground of Iran-supported forces, to the grave concern of Irag’s
Gulf Arab neighbours. Similarly in Y emen, absence of central authority has
allowed al-Qaeda to breed, has invited military intervention by Saudi Arabia
and its alies, and has seen extensive American and other Western military
interventions against real or imagined targets in that country. In Libya,
Western countries are militarily active, Egypt and its Gulf Arab allies have
acquired a military presence, and Turkey and Qatar are actively involved in
the power struggle in that country. The case of Syria is most telling of
course: We have seen Russian, American, British, Iranian, Turkish and
Israeli militaries in action across this country. Syrian sovereignty has fallen
at the altar of ‘fighting terrorism’, itself defined by the whims of the actors
concerned, and thus led to the creation of a vast contested space on the
eastern edge of the Mediterranean. But corrosion of central authority is not
limited to these states and in Algeria, Lebanon, Tunisia and Sudan too we
can see central authority being frayed. Prospects of state collapse has
magnified the sense of insecurity and thus has invited further securitization
of inter-regional relations, ultimately inhibiting region-wide dialogue or an
intra-Arab conversation.
Thirdly, the strategic potholes created by state failure in Irag, Libya,
Syria and Yemen has sucked into the maelstrom an array of major powers
whose competing agendas have prevented the emergence of a collective or
cooperative efforts to deal with the Arab region’s multitude of crises. In
Syria, the United States and Russia compete with each other; in Libya, they
ignore each other; in Syria, China and Russia stand on one side of the
geopolitical scales and the United States and the EU on the other; and in

Yemen, the US dominates as the most effective externa power. As a
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consequence of these competing machinations, the region remains unstable,
regimes feel unsteady, and the Arab masses continue to feel exposed and
vulnerable. This myriad of forces has tended to compete with each other for
the spoils of failure rather than work in concert to prevent total collapse of
the regional order. Policy opportunism has followed, pitting neighbour
against neighbour, and the lack of policy cohesion has made it amost
impossible for multilateral organizations to restore order. The confused
behaviour of the Arab League in the Libya, Syria and Yemen crisis is
indicative of the complexities and uncertainties besetting the region. The
League's timidity in dealing with the Arab region’s deep crises is itself a
reflection of the Arab states' inability to return even a semblance of order to
the region. In the last analysis, there is little prospect of the Arab region
being able to rally around common causes, and beyond the Arab states there
is nothing that could generate strategic consensus amongst the region's

leading powers and their external backers or detractors. The crisis deepens!
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Taliban to Neo- Taliban: The Typology of Motivations
and their Significances for Peace Process

Farzad Salimifar’

Ali Karimi Magham’

The peace with Neo-Taliban requires knowledge about the typology of
motivations of individuas who join the group. Different motivations bear
different approaches when each comes to the surface and takes the leadership
position. Accordingly, the present paper tends to consider these typologies and
their significances in this regard. The present work is based on a preiminary
study, which conducted in order to map the discourses of Neo- Taliban, and ISK
with the aim to examine the possibility of peace with the Taliban to determine
whether this transformation can provide the grounds for peace and,
consequently, what policy might be desirable for these conditions. In the end, it
showed that the internal conflict of the group over different motivations that are
being intensified by the peace process and drive the desperate Talibsto therivals
like ISK. Although, the U.S. - Taliban deal in February 2020 showed that the
group can unite different motivations for the sake of the greater godl. Findly, the
undergtianding of the ration behind the motivations is required for making a
lasting peace. Accordingly, a government-centered negotiation is suggested
without any interference by foreign countries as peace can only be achieved
through mutua understanding and not elimination.

Keywords: Neo- Taliban, Islamic State of Khurasan (1SK), Afghanistan,
Peace Negotiation.

1. M. A. in Indian Subcontinent Studies, School of International Relations, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Islamic Republic of Iran
2 . M. A. in Indian Subcontinent Studies, School of International Relations, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Islamic Republic of Iran
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by Althusserian and Foucauldian Peace Promoting
Reading of Iraqi literature: Antoon’s /’Jaam

Zainab Al. kaeeba'
Azra Ghandeharion"

Zohreh Taebi Noghondari®

This study seeks to investigate the novel of I’jaam (2004), written by
Antoon, who is considered as one of the most internationally recognized
Iragi writers, through applying different theoretical frameworks including
can be defined as an those of Althusser (1971) and Foucault (1978). War
organized and wusually prolonged conflict between states or non-
governmental entities, which is generally characterized by extreme violence,
social chaos and an attempt to inflict economic devastation between the
conflicting parties. On the contrary, peace is the most important pillar for the
life of future generations in all societies, and working to avoid escalation of
violence and conflicts and to secure a safe environment is the basis for the
development of any society. Accordingly, this paper aims to establish a bond
between these frameworks in order to analyze war and peace and to reflect
on such topics as refusing the wartime and the important role of peaceful
life. As such, the concepts of war and peace are pivotal issues throughout the
whole world. Its importance today is witnessed in the successive eras of
history, and at all levels of relations between states, bearing in mind that all
religions also call for peace and are considered committed to the cause of

peace and the call for the elimination of war, violence and conflict.

Keywords: Althusserian Views, Foucauldian Concepts, Peace/War, Sinan
Antoon, I’jaam
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